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A 
SH OR PAC © OvU NT 
4s OREN: 
SOME PARTICULARS 
CONCERNING 


DOMES-DAY BOOK, 


With a view to promote its being Printed. 


Read at a Meeting of the Society, 18 December, 1755. 


N the Chapter-houfe at Weftminfter, in the receipt of the king’s 
I Exchequer, are preferved two volumes in manufcript called 
DomeEs-Day, which, without queftion, are the moft ancient and 
moft venerable records that now exift in this or any other kingdom. 
Mr. Selden, in his preface to Eadmerus, p. 4. {peaking of Domes- 
DAY, fays, Neque puto alibi in orbe Chriftiano actorum publicorum 
autographa, quorum faltem ratio aliqua habenda eft, extare, quae non 
faeculis aliquot hifce cedunt. 


This work (asthe Red book of the Exchequer informs us) was begun 
in the year of our Lord 1080,.and was completed in the year 1086, 
as appears ftom the concurrent teftimony of ancient writers, and from 
an entry written at the end of the fecond volume in a large coeval hand 
in capitals, in the words following : 

““ ANNO MILLESIMO OCTOGESIMO SEXTO AB INCARNATIONE 
‘“‘ DOMINI, VIGESIMO VERO REGNIWILLI, FACTA EST IsTA 
‘* DESCRIPTIO, NON SOLUM PER HOS TRES COMITATUS, SED 


‘© ETIAM PER ALIOS.” 
A Tn 


2 ACCOUNT OF SOME PARTICULARS 


In this work, which contains a general furvey of the greateft part 
of England, are fet forth, under their particular counties, rapes, laths, 
and hundreds, an account of the cities, towns, vills, etc. in each 
county; how much arable land, pafture, meadow, and wood 
every man had; the extent or value of them in the time of Edward 
the Confeffor and at the making the furvey; how many men and of 
what condition, each town, etc. contained, with many other particu- 
lars hereafter exprefied. 


Towards the beginning of each county there is a catalogue of the 
capital lords or great land-holders, who pofleffed any thing in it : 
beginning with the king, and then naming the great lords, according | 
to their rank and dignity. 

The firft volume (which isa large folio finely written on 382 double 
pages of vellum, in a fmall but plain character, and in double co- 
lumns on each page) contains the defcription of thirty one counties by 
name in the following order. 


Chent, fo. 1. Grentebr‘cire, fo. 189. 
Sudfex, fo. 16%: Hunteduntcire, fo. 203. 
Sudrie, fo. 30. 20. Bedeford{cire, fo. 209, 
Hanttcire, fo. 38. Northhanttcire, fo. 219. 
5. Berrochefcire, fo. 56. Ledeceftrefcire, fo. 2.30. 
Wiltefcire, fo. 64. Warwictcire, fo. 238. 
Dorfete, Ter 7-5. Stafford{cire, fo. 246. 
Sumerfete, id. "86. F 2h. Sciropetcire, 107 2 ES, 
Devenetcire, fo. 100. Ceftrefcire, fo. 262. 
10. Cornualgie, fo. 120. Derbyfcire, fo. 272. 
Midelfexe, fo.. 126% Snotingh’{cire, fo. 280. 
Herefordfcire, fo..132. Roteland, fo. 293, 367. 


Bockingham(cire, fo. 143. 30. Eurvicfcire, fo. 298, 379. 
Ses sh ole €, fo. 154. Lindefig, or Lincolnfhire, 
15. Gloweceft {cire, fo. 162. fo. 336. divided into the 
Wiriceftrefcire, fo..172. weft reding, north reding, 
Herefordfcire, fo. 179. and eaft reding. | 


The 
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The other volume (which is in quarto, is written on 450 double 
‘ pagés-of vellum in fingle columns, and ina large, but very fair,-cha= 
racter) contains the counties of, 


Effex, fo. i. 
: Norfolk, fo. 109. 
Suffolk, fo. 281. to the end. 


Part.of the county of Rutland is included in that of Northamp- 
ton, and part of Lancafhire in the counties of York and Chefter. 


Northumberland, Cumberland, Weftmorland, and Durham are 
not comprehended in this furvey. : : 


The-occafion of making this furvey, its antiquity and authority, 
will beft appear from the following paflages, tranfcribed from records 
and our beft hiftorians. 


The author of the Dialogus de Scaccario, who wrote in the time 
of Hen. II. book I. cap. xvi. gives this account of it. 


Speaking Of William the conqueror =«« Demum ne quid deeffe vi= 

« deretur ad omnem totius providentiaefummam, communicato confilio, 
<< difcretiffimos a latere fuo deftinavit viros per regnum in circuitu. Ab 
‘¢ Diis itaque totius terrae defcriptio diligens facta eft, tam in nemoribus, 
*¢ quam pafcuis et pratis, necnon et agriculturis, et verbs communibus 
“<< annotata, inlibrum redaéta eft; ut videlicet quilibet jure fuo contentus, 
«¢ alienum non ufurpet impune: Fit autem defcriptio per comitatus, 
‘ per centuriatas, et hydas: praenotato in ipfo capite regis nomine, 
“‘ et deinde feriatim aliorum procerum nominibus appofitis, fecun- 
«* dum ftatus fui dignitatem, qui videlicet de rege tenent in capite. 
«« Apponuntur autem fingulis numeri fecundum ordinem fic difpo- 
*¢ fitis, per quos inferius in ipfa libriferie, quae ad eos pertinent, faci- 
“ lis occurrunt. Hic liber ab indigenis Domes-pe1 nuncupatur, id 
«« eft, dies judicii; per metaphoram. Sicut enim diftricti et terribilis 
examinis illius noviffimi fententia, nulla tergiverfationis arte valet 
* eludi: fic cum orta fuit in regno contentio de his rebus que illic 
‘© annotantur; cum ventum fuerit ad librum, fententia ejus infatuari 
** non poteft, velimpune declinari. Ob hoenos eundem LiBruM Ju- 
: ae ae 6 DICIARIUM 
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DICIARIUM nominavimus ; non quod in eo de praepofitis aliquibus 
dubiis feratur fententia ; fed quod ab eo, vince a praedicto judicio, 
non licet ulla ratione difcedere (a).” 


The Saxon chronicle, publifhed by bithop Gibfon, expreffes the 


occafion and manner of making this furvey in the following words. 


Poft haec, tenuit rex magnum concilium, et graves fermones habuit 
cum fuis proceribus de hac terra, quo modo incoleretur, et a qui- 
bus hominibus. Mittebat idcirco per totam Anglorum terram in 
fingulos comitatus fuos fervos, quibus permifit {crutari quot hyda- 
rum centenae effent in comitatu, quidque rex ipfe haberet terrarum 
et pecudum in eo comitatu; et quantum cenfus annui deberet 
percipere ex eo comitatu. Permifit etiam defcribi, quantum 
terrarum ejus archiepifcopi haberent, et dioecefani epifcopi, ac ejus 
abbates, ejufque comites; et ne longior in hoc fim, quid aut quan- 
tum unufquifque haberet, qui terras poffideret in Anglorum gente, 
five terrarum, five pecoris, quantumque illud pecunia valeret. Tam 
diligenter luftrari terram permifit, ut ne unica effet hyda, aut virga- 
ta terrae, ne quidem (quod diCtu turpe, verum is factu turpe non 
exiftimavit) bos, aut vacca, aut porcus praetermittebatur, quod non 
is retulerat in cenfum: omniaque poftea fcripta ad eum affereban- 


tur (4). 


Ingulphus abbot of Croyland, a 1 cohtenipary author, gives this account 


of it: “* Totam terram defcripfit, nec erat hida in tota Anglia, quin 


c¢ 


<4 


ce 


ce 


valorem ejus et poffefforem fuum {civit; nec lacus nec locus aliquis, 
Nog in regis rotulo extitit defcriptus, ac ejus reditus et proventus, 
ipfa poffeffio et ejus poffeffor regiae notitiae manifeftatus, juxta tax- 
atorum fidem, qui eleéti de qualibet patria territorium proprium de eferi- 
bebant. Ifti penes noftrum monafterium benevoli et amantes, non 
ad verum pretium nec ad verum Jpatium noftrum monafterium li- 
brabant, mifericorditer praecaventes in futurum regiis exaCtionibus et 
aliis oneribus, pii/ima nobis benovelentia providentes.— In illo vero 
defcripti funt, non tantum totius terrae comitatus centuriae, et decu- 


(2) Dialog. de Scacc. page 30, 31. publifhed by Mr. Madox. 
(b) Chron. Saxon, p. 186. anno 1085. 
I 


riae, 
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‘¢ riae, fylvae, faltus, et villae univerfae; fed in omni territorio, quot 
“« carucatae terrae, quot jugera, et quotacrae, quae pafcua et paludes, 
*« quae tenementa, et qui tenentes continebantur (c).” 


In the efcheat rolls of Ed. ITI, the occafion and manner of making 
this furvey and its authority are declared (almoft i in the very words Ee 
the author of the Dialogus de Scaccario, before quoted) to be, “ ut 
“ quilibet j jure fuo contentus, alienum non ufurpet i impune ; aoe: 
“¢ tato in ipfocapite regis nomine ; ac deinde feriatim aliorum proce- 
- rum nominibus appofitis fecundum ftatus fui dignitatem, qui, Viz. 
« de rege tenent in capite. — Qui quidem liber Domes-pay nun- 
“ cupatur, id eft, des judiciz,—- quia cum orta fuerit in regno conten- 
tio de hiis rebus quae illic annotantur, cum ventum fuerit ad librum, 
« fententia ejus infatuari non poteft, vel impune declinari.” Rot. 
Efcaet. 30 Ed. III, Effex cited by Spelman, title Domes-pay. 


The annals of Waverley give this account of- it, Mifit rex 
Willielmus juftitiarios fuos per unamquamgue feyram, id. eft, provin- 
ciam Angliae, et inquirere fecit per jusjurandum quot hidae, id eft, ju= 
gera uni aratro fufficientia per annum, eflent in unaquaque villa, et 
‘quot animalia: hinc autem fecit inquiri quid unaquaeque urbs, caftel- 
lum, vicus, villa, flumen, palus, filva, reddit per annum; _ haec 
autem omnia in chartis {cripta delata funt ad regem, et in thefauros 
repofita ufque hodie fervantur Rex tenuit curiam fuam in natali. 
apud Glouceftre, ad Pafcha apud Wintoniam, ad Pentecoftem apud 
Londoniam : —— deinde accipiens hominium omnium. terrariorum 
Angliae cujufcunque feodi effent, 1» hasengasine fidelitatis recipere non 


diftulit (d). 


Avery learned judge, now living, in his difcourfe concerning tenures, 
gives his opinion of the occafion of making this furvey, in the follows 
a bee « Ttisvery remarkablethat Will. I; about the 2oth year of 
«« his reign, juft when the general furvey of England called Domes- 


(c) re AH printed among the Scriptores Ang. vol. i. p. 80, 8t. 


(d) Annales Waverlienfes, p. 133. 
ce day 
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‘* day book is fuppofed to be finifhed, and not till then, fummoned 
‘¢ all the great men and landholders in the kingdom, to London and 
‘«* Salifbury, to do their homage and {wear their fealty to him; by 
‘«« doing whereof the Saxon chronicler fuppofes, that at that time, the 
“© proceres, et omnes praedia tenentes, fe zl fubdidere, ejufque facti 
«© funtVafali. So that we may reafonably fuppofe, Fir/?, that this gene- 
« ral homage and fealty was done at this time (nineteen or twenty years 
« after the acceflion of William I,) in confequence of. fomething 
« new, or elfe that engagements fo important to the maintenance and ~ 
‘© fecurity of a new eftablifhment had been required long before; 
« and if fo, it is probable that ¢enures were then new, inafmuch as 
«* homage and fealty were and {till are mere feudal engagements, 
“ binding the homager to all the duties and obfervances of a feudal 
“© tenant. 
<< Secondly, That as this general homage and fealty was done about 
« the time that Domes-day book was finifhed, and not before, we may 
«< fuppofe, That that furvey was taken upon or {oon after our anceftors 
<¢ confent to tenures, 77 order to difcover the quantity of every man’s fee, 
<< and fo fix his homage. ‘This fuppofition is the more probable, becaufé 
<< it is not likely that a work of this nature was undertaken without 
«« fome immediate reafon, and no better reafon can be affigned why it 
<¢ was undertaken at this time, or indeed why this furvey fhould be 
<¢ taken at all, there being at that time extant a general furvey of thé 
«« whole kingdom made by Alfred (d).” 


Will. I, appears to have confidered the finifhing this Survey, as an 
event of great importance, and probably intended to have made she 
completing it the commencement of a new aera, acharter granted by him 
foon after tothe abbot and church of Weftminfter, of eight hydes of 
land in Pirifordin Surrey, having this remarkable date, Po/fde/criptionem 
totius Anghiae (e). 


(d) Sir Martin Wright’s introduction to the Law of tenures, p. §2. to p. 57. 
(ce) Madox Formulare Angl. p. 238. n°. 396, and platei. n°. 1. The ‘original 
grant is now in the archives of the collegiate church of Wettmintter. 
tee The 
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The authority of Domxs-pay in point of tenure, hath never been 
permitted to be called. in queftion ; for inftance, when it hath been 
neceflary to diftinguifh, whether lands were held 7 ancient demefne or 
in what other manner, recourfe hath always been had to Domes-day 
book, and to that only, to.determine the doubt. If lands were fet 
down in that book under. the title of terra regis, or. if. it was faid 
there, rex habet fuch land, or fucha town, it was then: determined to 
be the king’s ancient demefne, If the land or. town was therein fet 
down under the name of a private lord or fubje€t, then it was deter- 
mined to have been at the time of the furvey the land of fuch private 
perfon, and wot anctent demefne. 


_ The tallages formerly affefled upon the king’s tenants in ancient 
demefne, were ufually greater than the tallages upon perfons in the 


counties at large; and therefore when perfons were wrongfully tallaged- 
with thofe in ancient demefne, it was ufual for them to petition the 
crown. to be tallaged with the community of the county at large: upon. 
this the king’s writ iffued to the barons of the Exchequer to acquit the. 


party aggrieved of fuch tallage, in:cafe, upon fearch of Domes-day 
beck, the barons found the lands were not in ancient demefne (/). 

The care originally taken for the prefervation of this furvey, she 
fame as was taken of the king’sfeal, is an additional proof, of the con- 


fequence and importance this record was deemed to be of to the pub-. 


lick. 
The Dialogus de Scaccario fays, “* Liber ille [Domes-day] figilli 
«regis comes eft individuus in thefauro (g).” 


Until of late years it has been kept under ¢hree different sels and- 
keys, one in the cuftody of the treafurer, and the others of the two- 


chamberlairis of the Exchequer, and was not to be opened but on 
paying a feeof 6s. 8d. It is now depofited in the chapter houfe at 
Weftminfter, among other valuable records in the cuftody of Mr. 
Morley, whofe readinefs to oblige the members of this fociety with 
the infpection of this, and other records in his office, without fee or 
reward, it would be want of candour not to mention. 

“(f) Madox Firma burgi, p, 5, 6. Hilt. of the Exchequer, 499, soo. 


(g) Lib. i. cap. xv. p. 30. 
Phe 
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The writing of this MS. after near feven hundred years, is perfectly 
legible. And in Hickes’s Thefaurus, vol.i.p. 144, and in fome other 
books, {pecimensare to be feen of the character in which it is written. 


In page 122. of the preface to a Collection of difcourfes of feveral 
learned Englith antiquaries (who were early members of this fociety) 
Mr. Hearne, after inferting a table of the abbreviations ufed in this 
record, adds, « he hath often wifhed this record were printed entirely, 
‘«‘ there being no furvey of any other country whatever equal to it. 
«© The ancient Roman itineraries have been always valued, and that 
“« defervedly. Yet they are trifles in comparifon of this moft admirable 
“¢ furvey, done with fuch an exactnefs, and fo much diligence, as 
«¢ would be hardly credible, were it not certain that the Normans 
« refolved to make the beft ufe of their conqueft, and to fecure every 
‘«¢ inch of ground to themfelves. ‘There are accounts of fome whole 
«© counties printed from this book, and they are very good {pecimens 
«¢ of the intire work, and cannot but makethofe that are in love with 
“ our antiquities, the more earneftly to defire.all of it (b).” 


I fincerely concur with Mr. Hearne in this defre ; and with a view to 


~” excite the lovers of antiquity to undertake the publifhing this valuable 


record, I have taken the liberty to point out to the focietyfuch of 
the many helps and affiftances I at prefent recollect, either iz 
print or manufcript, which, Timagine, will leffen the expence, and 
greatly facilitate the completing fo laudable and defireable an under- 
taking ; not doubting but other members of this fociety, of which there 
are numbers more equal to the tafk, will, by their communications, 
render what is here attempted, more ufeful and perfect. 

‘Bifhop Nicholfon, in his preface to the fecond edition of his Englifh 
hiftorical library, publifhed in 1714. fays, there was then in the Har- 
leian library copies of Domes-pay, the Liber Rubeus et Niger of the 
Exchequer. 

Dr. Gale, in his appendix to the Scriptores. Hift. Anglicanae, vol. iii. 
p. 795. fays, Sir John Trevor had an accurate tranfcript of Domes- 
pay book, which copy the Doctor had made ufe of. This is now 
in the hands of Mr. Arthur Trevor. 3 

(h) Preface to the Colleétion of difcourfes publithed by Mr. Hearne, p. 1225 ie 

e 
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The Lord Somers, it has been faid, was at the expence of having 
Domes-pay copied, and properly attefted; but what is become of 
this copy, or whether it is now in being, isnot known. It muft 
Ahowever be admitted, that this ineftimable remain of antiquity, wh 
regard at leaft to its publicufe and authenticity, runs every hour the 
rifk of being irretrieveably loft, fhould a fire happen in the neigh- 
bourheod of the Chapter-houfe, as formerly happened in the 
Cottonian library, to which accident that part ‘of the Chapter houfe 
where it is kept, is by its fituation much more liable. 
In the king’s Remembrancers office in-the Exchequer, there is 
‘a manufcript called Domrs-pay; ‘but this is only an epitome or 
abridgment, and not a copy of the original in the Chapter-houfe (7.) 


_ A copy of one of the returns or inquifitions, from which,Domss- 
pAY Book was compiled, is ftill extant. | 


- In an ancient MS. which Mr. Selden calls Bicvtariies! villarum et 
fundorum, quorum proprietarii erant antiftes et fodales Elienfes, 
written in a character as ancient as thatof Domrs-pay Boox, and 
which Dr. Gale calls the Liber Elienfis, there is a Copy of the In- 
quifition, for part of Cambridgfhire, and the ifle of Ely, with this 
title: 4 


<< Hic fubfcribitur inguifitio terrarum, quomodo barones regis in- 
ve quifiverunt: Videlicet per facramentum vicecomitis fcirae, etomnium 
<« baronum, et eorum francigenarum, et totius centuriatus, prefbyteri, 
“ praepofiti; VI villanorum Mantis Aon villae.. Deinde quomodo 
“vocatur manfio, quis tenuit eam tempore Regis Edwardi, quis 
e modo tenet, quot hidae, quot carucatae in dominio, quot homi- 
‘nes, quot villani, quot cottarii, quot fervi, quot liberi homines, 
« quot fochemani, quantum filvae, quantum prati, quot pafcuorum, 
« quot molendini, quot pifcinae, quantum eft additum vel ablatum, 
«quantum valebat totum fimul, et quantum modé, quantum ibi 
*¢¢ quifque liber homo vel fochemanus habuit vel habet. Hoc totum, 


(7) Inthe Cotton Library, Julius C. I. 1. and Fauftina XI. 2, ‘are copies of this 
abridgement, and there is a like Abridgement preferved in the Tally Court in the 
Exchequer. , 

B | “ tripliciter 5 
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“ tripliciter; {cilicet tempore Regis Edwardi, et quando Rex Wil- 
« helmus dedit, et quomodo fit modo, et fi poteft plus haberi, quam 
‘¢ habeatur. 


The names of the jury in each hundred, are exprefled after this 
manner.---“ In Zrepeflau hundredo juraverunt homines, fcilicet Ra-. 
« dulfus praepofitus hujus hundredi, Willelmus de Caleio, Radulfus 
‘¢ de Barentona, Theodbaldus homo Hard, Standard de Havekeftune, 
«« Godriz de Fulmere, Alvuricus de Treppeflau, Sigar Dapifer, et om- 
«¢ nes alii Franci et Angli de hundredo juraverunt (4).” 


Some of the Particulars the jury were charged to inquire of, were 
thought unneceflary to be inferted in the two volumes, framed out 
of the Returns; which will account for the different defcriptions 
different writers give of the contents of this furvey, fome of them fay- 
ing, it contained an account of every particular the jury were char- 
ged to enquire of, and others, more correétly, confining it to fuch 
things only, as were extracted from the returns, and tran{cribed into. 
the work in queftion. : 


In the Cotton library, Vitellius C. vii. 13. there isa MS. written on 
14 membranes of vellum, on one fide only; which is thus defcribed _ 
in the catalogue ---** Pars libri cenfualis vocati DomeEs-DAy, conti- 

“ nens defcriptionem Cantii. Charactere antiquo et semporibus Regis 
‘« WY. competente. 


Mr.Cafley, in the Appendix tothe catalogue of the MSS. in the king’s 
library, plate 15, hath given a fhort f{pecimen of the character of 
this MS. and p. 358 he fays, this is one of the rolls out of which pro- 
bably Deoms-day was made. 


At the bottom of the firft page of this MS. there is the following 
note, written in a modern character, through which a line is drawn, 
« Pars L. Domers-pay. NB. in {caccario liber ille Domes-pay, 
“« qui continet Norfolciam, etc. hac itera feribitur, et hac forma com- 
“« ponitur ; unde conjicere fas eft, hoc fragmentum fuiffe alterius libri 


(z) Selden. praefat. ad Eadmerum, p. 15. Cotton library. Tib, A.V]. 4. Regiftrum 
jhonoris de Richmond, App. p. 5. 


“ partem, 


' 
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“« partem, jam olim deperditi; quae hic habentur, 1 in libro Domes-pay 
majori in folio confervantur. 


But upon a careful perufal of this MS. and comparing it with 
DomMEs-Day, it appears, ; 


That the hand writing 1s more modern, than that of either of 
the volumesof Domes-pay, and probably not older than the reign of 
Henry IIL. and that. 


It is a verbatim copy of great part of DomEs-pay, for the county 
of Kent, tranfcribed {o literally, that in two or more places, the mar- 
ginal references are, by the miftake of the copier, tran{cribed and in- 
corporated into thetext; and inftead of its being one .of thofe rolls, 
out of which, as Mr. Cafley fancies, Domes-pay was made, or of be- 
ing a fragment of an original volume of Domes-pay,_ the reft of 
which is now loft: it is clearly one of thofe rolls or copies from DomeEs- 
pay, which it wasufual in ancient times for great lords and others, 
to have made for their private ufe, andin which, only particular parts, 
and not thewhole county were tranfcribed. What there is in this MS. 
is a very exact copy of parts of the furvey, but many paragraphs in 
moft of the chapters are entirely and ex profeflo omitted. 


Dr. Gale gives this account of thefe kind of rolls---‘* Ex his ia 
« bus voluminibus folebant regni proceres fuas poflefliones excerpere ; 
«et quae {parfim disjectae per varias regnipartes difleminabantur in 


“unum ordine comportare. Archiepifcopus Cantuarienfis fuos te- 
“ nentes hinc collegit, fed in rotulo defcripfit ; quod fecifle eum conji- 


“ cio, ante quam hi duo codices extarent. Abbatiae fere omnes fuos 
“ reditus hinc defumpfere, et in libros digefferunt. Croylandenfis, 
« Elyenfis, Wigornienfis liber in hoc genere adhuc. fervantur.. Comi- 
“tes idem factitarunt; vidimus comitum Richmundiae et Norfolciae 
“terrarum ex Domes-pay defcriptiones. Hinc etiam ortum fuum 
‘< habuit liber ille Feodorum militum, quanquam, tractu temporis, ex no- 


“¢ vis inqufitionibus multum diverfus evafit (c). 


(c) Script. Angl. vol. iii. app. p. 795, 
I B 2 | Part. 
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Parts of Domes-pay already printed. 


In the appendix to Dr. Brady's introdudtion, 'p. I. et fequent. 
there is printed a lift of all the great Jandholders taken from: 
DoMEs-DAY. 


In the appendix to the 3d vol. of Dr. Gale’s Scriptores Hift. Angli- 
canae, Page 75q to 778. the Jura et Confuetudines Anglo-Saxonicae,. 
in each county are printed from. DomEs-pay.. 


In the Regiftrum. Honoris de Richmond, a Wis ranfcript of what 
relates to that honour, which in Domes-pay makes part of Yorkthire, 
is printed p. I. top. 20. 


In the appendix to Morton's Natural Hiftory of ‘Northampton-. 
fhire, p. 1. to Pp: 46. there is printed a tranfcript of fuch part: of 
DomeEs-DAY, as relates to that ‘County. 


In Sir Henry Chauncey’s antiquities of Hertfordthire, there is a tran 
{cript of DomEs-DAy. for that county,. with a tranflation thereof into. 
Englith.. | 

In Sir Peter Leicefter’s Hiftory of Chefhire, there is printed a. 
tranfcript of what concerns that county. 


In Hemingi Chartularium, publifhed by Mr. Fiche: there is 
printed a tranfcript of what relates to the church of Worcetfter. 


Mr. Morant, in his antiquities of Colchefter, hath printed a tran{cript 
of fo muchof DomeEs-DAy as relates to that borough. 


And in the Def criptions of fome. few other counties tran{cripts or 
tranflations of fach parts of Domespay,. as relate to thofe particular 
counties, are. alfo printed. 


It is proper, loiwevbiitto remind the Society, that many of thefe 
printed tranfcripts are faulty, and that all of them will require to be: 
minutely-compared, and.carefully re-examined with the original. 


Parts 
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Parts of Domes-pay in manufcript in public or pri- 


vate hands. 


The. number of manufcript copies of feparate or detached counties 
or parts of Domes-pay in publick or private collections is confider- 
able; fuch of them as are come to my knowledge, are mentioned 
in the following lift, which is, with the greateft deference, fub- 
mitted to the perufal and confideration of the Society, mot as a 
work in any manner perfect, but as capable of being greatly en- 
larged and corrected by ar s, member of this learned 
body. 


Al ift of fech hla or copies of parts of Domrs- | 
“DAY, aS now are, or lately were, in the following 
collections. 


Kent. 1. Acopy of Domes-pay for this county is faid to be in 

the hands of the reprefentatives of Dr. Harris, who Boe 
lifhed the firft vol. of the hiftory of Kent. 

2. In the Cotton Library. <“* Pars libri cenfualis, continens 


‘« defcriptionem Cantii, eharaGiere antiquo Vitellius, 
« CUVOLL, 13..(2): 


Suffex 
Surrey. 
Hamp/bire. 
noite sge In the patches Coll. Oxford. « Liber cenfualis Willi- - 
«‘ elmi Conqueftoris, vulgo Dooms-pay Book, viz. Ber- 


“ rocheicire Chinder Afhm, 822, Cat. Manufcript.. 
«« Angliae, par. 1. p. 348. N°. 8087, 


Wiltfhire. 
Dorfetfhire. Inthe ieinds of Mrs. Horner of Melbury ; and a PRY 
(4) Vid. ante p..ro, 


. 


fons 
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from Mrs. Horner’s copy is in the hands of the Rev. 
Mr. Hutchins, Rector of Wareham. 
Somerfetfiire. 1. In the library of the cathedral church of Exeter, 
«A tranfcript of Domes-pay Book, for the county 
* of Somerfetfhire. Cat. MS. Angliae, Par. II. 
p, 56. N®. 2093.” 
2. Atranfcript of Domus-pay for this county, is in the 
hands of Mr. Henry Strachey. | 
Devonfhire. In the library of the cathedral of Exeter «A tran& 
: “< cript of Domes-pay Book for the county of De- 
“ vonfhire.” ——Cat. MS. Anglie, Part Il. p. 56. 
N°. 2093. 
Mr. Mark Cephas Tutet, a member of this ‘fociety, hath a 
tranfcript of Domes-pay for great part of this.county. 
Cornwal. Inthe library of the Cathedral of Exeter. ‘ A tranf-~ 
: “ cript of DomEs-pDAY Book for the county of Corn- 
«© wall (/).”—Cat. MS. Angliz, Part II. p. 56. N°. 2093. 


Middlefex. 

Hertford/bire. In the hands of Dr. Vernona member of this Society. 

Buckinghamfbire.In the hands of Mr. Brown Willis, a member of 

this Society. 

Oxford/hire. Afhmole Coll. Oxford, << yee Goalie Wilhelmi Con- 
“¢ queftoris vulgo Domes-pay Book pars Oxenford- 
{cine Cat. MS. Angliae, Part. 1. p. 348. N°. 8087. 

nica tit In the library of the fociety of Lincoln’s Inn, given 

_ them by Sir Matthew Hales. 


The life of Sir Mathew Hales, p. 120. 


(/) It has been faid, but upon what foundation I am not informed, that this MS. in 
the Library of the Cathedral of Exeter, is not a Tranfcript of Domes-pay, but 
of the Return from which Domés-pay for great Part of the Counties of Dorfet, 
Somerfet, Devon, and Cornwall was ener Tt 


Worcefterfhire. 
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Worcefterfoire. In Jefus College Oxford, among the MSS. of Ed- 
ward lord Herbert of Cherbury. 


“A tranfcript on a parchment roll, containing all 
‘the matters in Domes-pay, relating to Worcefter 
“« and Worcefterfhire (Z).” Cat. MSS. Angliae,Tom. I. 
Par. II. Page 70. N*. 2122. 
Hereford/bire. Inthe library of the Society of Lincoln’s Inn. Sir 
Matthew Hales’s MSS. 
Cambridgefbire. 
Huntingdonfhire. 
Bedfordjhire. 
Northamptonfbire. Sir Thomas Cave, among Mr. Bridges’s papers. 
 Leicefterfhire. Mr. Mores, a member of this Society. 
Warwickfoire. Six William Dugdale’s MSS. in the Bodleian library 
Oxford. ‘«‘ Exemplar libride DomeEs-pay pro comitat: 
.« Warwicenfi tantummodo, p. 1. Exemplar brevis re- 
“< gifirt de DomeEs-pay proCom. praedict. p. 49.--- 
«¢ Abbreviationes verborum in libro de DomeEs-pay,” 
p- 59. Cat. MSS. Anglie, Tom. I. Par. Lp. 2g2.. 
No. 6492.2 A. 2. 
Stafford/bire. 1. In the library of Mr. Chetwynd of Ingeftry, “ Two. 
‘books in folio, being collections of deeds, Ge. 
“towards the hiftory of Pirehilf hundred, one of 
“them having a tranfcript of Domes-pay Book, 
“« fo far as concerns Staffordthire.”——Cat. MS. Angliae, 
Tom. Il. p. 105. Ne. 4045. 
_2. In the Bodleyan library, among the MSS. collec- 
tions of that learned antiquary Roger Dodefworth. 
«Ex libro vocato Domes-parr, Staffordfhire. Cat. 
MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 218. N°. 5037.. This I 
take to contain only extracts, and not to be acopy.. 


(/) This is faid to be miflaid.. 
a : 36 In: 
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3. In the Afhmole collection. 

« 'Tran{cripta quaedam ex libro DomeEs-pay, in Stafford- 
“ fhire.”—Cat. MSS, Angliae, p. 343. N°. 7841. 

4. “ Virorum nomina ex libro Domes-Day et locorum 
‘©in Staffordfhire. In the -—Afhmole -collection.” 
Cat. MSS. p. 333. N%. 7459. , 

5, * Liber cenfualis Willielmi -Conquetftoris, vulgo 
‘« Domes-pay Book, viz. Staffordfhire.”—-In the 
Afhmole collection, Cat. MSS. Angliae, p. 348. 

N°. 8087. 

6. Dr. Vernon, a member of this Society, hath.a corre&t 
tran{cript of Domes-pay for this county. 

Shropfhire. Mr. Mytton. 

Chefbire. Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS. in the Bodley:Library. 

1. “ Ceftrefcire ex Domers-pay Boox.” Cat. MSS. 
Angliae, Tom. I. p>222. N%. 5054 8. 

2.  Tenurae in Com. Ceft. e Libro Domes-pay.” Cat. 

MSS. Angliae, p.209..N*. 5005.31. 
. Tranfeript of Chefhire Domrs-pay. Cat. MSS. An- 
Bae. p. 212. N°. OTs 1G. : 

In the Afhmole collection, Oxford. 

4. ‘ Liber Cenfualis Wilhelmi Conqueftoris, vulgo Do- 
“ MES-DAY Book, viz. Cefterfcire.” ‘Cat. MSS. An- 
sliae, Tom. I. p. 348. Ne. 8087. 

5. Mr. Booth, a Member of the Society, hath Sir Peter 
Leicefter’s printed copy collated with the Original.- 


Us 


Notinghamfeire. Inthe Bodley Library « ex Libro Domes-pay. 
“¢ Snotinghamfhire.” 
| Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 226. N° 5063.7. 
Rutlandfhire. : , 
Yorkflire. 1. Dr. Drake of York. 
2. Dr. Nathanael Johnfon of Pontefract. « A tranfcript 


tof 
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« of Domes-pAy for Yorkfhire.” Cat. MSS. Angliae, 
Tom. II. p. ror. N®. 3866. 
Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS. in the Bodley Library. 
3. “Terra Regis in Com. Ebor. ex Libro DoMEs-pay,” 
j Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 229. N°. 5086. 8. 
| 4. “ Aliqua de Com. Eborum ex Libro de Domrs- 
pay.” Cat. MSS. Angliae, p.231. N°. 5093. 6: 
Richmondfbire.. Part of Yorkthire. 
Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS. in the Bodley Library. 
t. ** Hic incipiunt terrae et. villae cum carucatis et longi- 
~ « tudine et latitudine earundem villarum infra Rich- 
«¢ mundfhire, quae quondam ante Conqueftum fuerant’ 
«« Edwini Comitis, et quas Will. Angliae Conq. dedit 
«« Nepoti fuo Alano Comiti Britanniae diu ante extru- 
_ © €ionem caftri feu villae de Richmond. Ex Li- 
«bro Domespay.” Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. 
p. 204. Ne. 4188. 
In the Library of the Earl of Carlifle. 
2. * DoMEs-pay Boox, A: D. 1086. Richmondhhire.”’ 
Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. II. p. 14. Ne. 617. | 
Lincolnfhire. Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS. in the Bodley Library, « Ry 
“ tracta e Libro de Domes-pay {fub, tit. Com. Lin- 
“ coln.” Cat. MSS. Bei Tom. I. P- 212. 
«N® 5017.11. 
Effex. } . Mr. Booth, a Member of this Society. 
| 2. Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS..in the Bodley Library. « Ex. 
« Libro Domes-pay, Effex.” ———» Cat, MSS. Angliae, 
| ' pe22i. N% go4gr at. - 
Norfolk. 1. Earl of Carlifle’s Library. 
« Domes-pAY Book for Norfolk.” Cat. MSS. An- 
-gliae, Tom. II. p. 14. N°. 617. 
2. Peter Le Neve’s MSS. 
«< A Copy of Domes-pay Book, fo much as concerns 


*¢ Norfolk, on velom, the fame character and very 
old 
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© old,”. Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. II. p. 87. 

N?. 3533- | 

| 3. Atranfcript among Mr. Blomfield’s Papers. 
Suffolk. 1. Earl of Carlifle’s Library. 

« Domes-paY Boox for Suffolk.” 

gliae, Tom, II. p. 14. N°. 617. 

In the Bodley Library Mr. Dodefworth’s MSS, 


2. * Ex Libro Domes-pay de Com. Suffolc.” Gat. 
MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 220. N°, 5046. 17. | 


Cat. MSS. An- 


Copies or Extratts of Domes-pay, which it does not appear 
to what Counties in particular they belong. 


Earl of Carlifle. Cat. MSS. Angliae, ‘Tom. II. pag. 14. Ne. 618. 
« Domes-pay Book, Volumen alterum;” this poffibly 
may be a copy of the fir# or /arger volume. 


Henry St. George, Clarencieux. Cat. MSS. Angliae, ‘Tom. II. p. 112. 
Ne. 4236. ‘ Domespay for /everal Counties.” + 


Sir William Dugdale’s MSS. in the Bodley Library. 


« Analecta quaedam e vetufto Codice MS. vulgariter 
“* nuncupato Domes-pay Book, penes Thefaur. et 
«©Camerar. Scaccarii remanente. ——~ In analectis 
“«‘ defcribuntur terrae antiquitus pertinentes ad Stem- 
«« mata Nobilitatis Anglicae in agris, 1. Cantiano, p. I. 
«2. Suffexienfi, p.5. 3. Bercherienfi, p.g. 4. De- 
“ vonienfi, p. 11. . 5. Ceftrenfi, p. 15. 6. Ebora- 
“cenfi, p. 19. 7. Wilfetenfi, p.28. 8. Dorfetenfi, 
“<p. 30. 9g. Sumerfetenfi, p. 31. 10. Cornubienfi, 
“ p.33. 1. Scrobberienfi, p. 35. 12. Effexienfi, 
“bp. 41. 13. Suthfolcienfi, p. 47. 14. Surreienfi, 
“p. 56. 165. Hamtunenfi, p. 57. 16. Staffordienfi, 
““p.60. 17. Middlefexienfi, p.61. 18. Oxonienfi, 

<< “Demg. 
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«p.62. 19. Cantabrigienfi, p.64. 20. Hertfordi- 
“ enfi,p.67. 21. Buchinghamenfi, p. 70. 22. Glow- 
 ceftrenfi, p. 74. 23. Wigornienfi, p. 76. 24. 
‘« Herefordienfi, p. 77. 25. Bedfordienfi, p. 80- 

26. Northamtunenfi, p. 83. 27. Notinghamenfi, 
«p.88. 28. Derbienfi, p. 92. 29: Northfolcienfi, 
“pb. 95. 30. Warwicenfi, p. 105. 31. Lincolni- 

~ © enfi, p- 108. 32. Leiceftrenfi, p. 117, to p. 124, 
a Liber totus ipfius Dugdalii manu confcriptus 
« eft,” Cat. MSS. Angliz, T. I. p. 292. N°.6491. 


Dr. Th. Gale's MS. « Tranfcriptum Libri di@i Domes-pay, quantum 
«¢ ad Elienfe Monafterium pertinet.” Cat. MSS. An~ 
gliae, Tom. II. p. 192. Ne. 6185. 
Cathedral of Canterbury. Cat. MSS. Angliae, 'T. II. p.224.N*. 7199. 
«cs Extract de Domes-pay Book, De terris Arch. et 
| Monach.. Cant (7). 
Cotton Library. 1. ‘ColleGanea ex Libro DomeEs-pay.”  Vitellius. 
B22) 
2. “ Epitome Libri Cenfualis, Domrspay in Scaccarioe 
“ repofiti et {cripti A. 1086.” Julius C.I. 1. 
3. Vitellius. C. IX. 23. « Praefatio Arthuri Agard in expli- 
* cationem verborum obfoletorum et inufitatorum,, 
quae in libro cenfuali nuncupato occurrunt: in qua. 
« de etymologia verbi Domes-pay, librique ufu et de 
«« modo, quo coliectus et digeftus fuit, agitur (7). 7 
a 20), Arthur Agard’s account of Domes-pay, its an— 
“ tiquity,” Se. 
Ant. a Woed. Cat. MSS. Angliae,Tom. I. p. 366. Ne. 8525. Quae- 
« dam ex Libro Domes-pay.” 
Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 364. N°. 8494. “ Verba. 
« abbreviata in Libro Domzs-pay per Fran. Tate.” 


(m) This is printed in the appendix to the firft part of Mr. Somner’s Antiquities. of 
Canterbury, publifhed by Mr. Batteley, p. 44 to 51. 
(a) Printed in the appendix to the Regiftrum honoris de Richmond, p. r. 
7 
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ih moe MSS. Oxford. « Nomina tenent. de Regée Willh. Con- 
“ queftore per fingulos Regni Comitatus, quemadmo- 
“dum habentur in Libro vocato’ Domes-pay, 
* in Scacc. - Rem. = feript. A. 1686. Chirogr 
“« Rob. Glover Fecial. Somerfet.” ‘Cat. MSS. Angliae 
Tom. I. p. 328. N°. 7298. 

It is probable fome of the MSS. copiesof Domes-pay, mentioned 
in the foregoing Lift, are miflaid, and not now to be met with in 
the collections. above referred to; and that others of them, which 
in the catalogues are called copies, may, on perufal, appear to be 
only abftracts, or abridgments: and it is equally probable, that 
many other copies of the whole, or parts of this valuable work, not 


mentioned in the preceding lift, will appear to be in other collecti- 
ons. ; 


Mr. Agard, in ‘his preface to the obfolete words in Domes-pay, 
mentioned in the preceding page, affigns an additional reafon for the 
Conqueror’s making this furvey « Conqueftor fub ipfo fuo ingreff’ 
‘“‘ regnum hoc, annuo tributo (Danegelt vocatum) taxatum invenit; 
‘ pro quo colligendo, Rex Ethelredus totum regnum in hidas 
« divifit, quarum fingulae fex folidos perfolvere tenentur Cum 
¢ vero Rex Willielmus illud aliquando majoris, aliquando minoris 
«¢ emolumenti efle in comperto habuiffet, optimum effe duxit, ut in- 
‘© quifitio per totum regnum haberetur, qua dignofceret, quantum 
‘ fingula oppida, villae, et hamletta mwmerare tenerentur; et ut in 
« libro Domes-pay {criberetur his verbis, pro V Solinis, Hidis, vel Ca- 
“< rucatis fe defendit, quod aeque valet ac fidiceret, pro tot Solinis, 
‘«« Hidis, vel Carucatis Danegelt perfolvit. 


The author of the notes to the Regi/ler of original writs, p. 14.b. 
fays Domes-DAY was made in the time of Edward the Confeffor ; 
and that all the lands which were in the hands of Edward the Con- 
feffor, atthe time that book was made, are ancientdemefne, and that 


the lands which were then in any other hand are frank-free. His 
words are, 


J. 
/ 
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« Fait aflavoir que le liure de Domes-pay fuit fait en temps de 

« Seint Edw. le Roy, et touts les terres que furent en le main de dit 

*¢ Seint E. all temps que. le liure fuift fait fount auncien demene, et 
« les terres que furent adonques en auter main fount frank fee.” 

There is a Nota Bene to the fame purport in the Natura Brevium. 


Fitzherbert hath adopted this miftake, by tranfcribing the whole 


fentence, with a {mall variation, into his New Natura Brevium, 
p. 16.b. : 


I am fenfible how much I have trefpaffed on the time and atten- 
tion of the Society, by this very long paper; but if it fhall, in the 
{fmalleft degree contribute to induce the lovers of Britith Antiquities 
to undertake the printing Domes-pay Book, I {hall not defpair of 
their forgivenefs. 

Great Queen-ftreet, 


29 Nov. 1755. P. C. W. 
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A 
SHORT ACCOUNT 
: OF 


DANEGELD«& 


_  pleafed to fhew to the paper I had the honor to lay before 

you the 29th Nov. 1755, containing an account of fome 

particulars relative to Domes-day book, hath encouraged me to pro- 

fecute my inquiries, and I flatter myfelf that what I have now further 
to offer on that fubject will not be difpleafing to the Society. 


i ee E particular attention your Lordfhip and the Society were 


The learned Dean of Exeter, to whom this Society is under great 
obligations for his repeated antiquarian communications, in the paper 
he laid before the Society, the 22d Jan. 1756, concerning the 
Exeter MS. fays, The common opinion is, that Danegelt was a tax 
of one Jfhilling upon every hide of land in England, waft-land, as he 
fuppofed, excepted. In my former paper, p. 20. I tranfcribed a 
paflage from Mr. Arthur Agard, which implied, that Danegeld was, ° 
in its original inftitution, a tax of fix fhillings on every hide of land. 
As I {hall be always diffident of any opinion I may be thought to 
have adopted, that fhall appear in the leaft degree different from that 
of a perfon much more converfant with things of this fort than 
myfelf, I thought it not improper to bring this matter to'a clofer exa- 
mination. The refult of this inquiry I have now the honor to lay | 
before the Society, from which, I apprehend, it will appear that Mr. 
Gale, the learned Dean, and myfelf, were under a miftake as to 
this matter; and that Danegeld was originally neither one Shilling, 

nor 
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nor fix Shillings, but a tax of two Shillings per Hide. The infe- 
parable connection there is betweén the Domefday furvey and Dane- 


geld, will induce your Lordfhip and this learned Body to excufe the 


trouble I give you ofthis fecond paper 5 they will be of- paneer the 
fubject at leaft is worthy their confidération> — ~ 


I, 
ne) Ss 
‘ i} 


1. DANEGELD, Of, a8 it.is called by the Saxons, Deneselo, 


heregildum, i. e. © tributum militare feu navale,” began to be collected 


in-the reign of king:Ethélred about, the year 99}, as fome writers 
fuppote, eb bacanties Danos patriain infeftantes, or, according to 
others, about the year 1012 or 1013, for the hiring Danith or other 
fhips, foldiers, and mariners, to oppofe the incurfions of our foreign 
invaders. It was originally an annual tax of two fhillings on every 
hide of arable land in. the kingdom; and was in its nature a land- 
tax, and is the firft ftated tax of that kind mentioned in our hiftorians. 
It was called Danegeld, as being originally agreed to be paid to the 
Danes, and, like many other things, continued toretain the name long 
after it became appropriated to ufes intirely different. Mr. Tate in 2 
lift, inferted by Mr. Camden, in his Britannia, p. 226. and by Sir 


Henry Spelman, in his Gloflary, p. 292..makes the number of hides, 


of land in England amount to 243,600, confequently the grofs pro- 
duce of this tax at two fhillings per hide, would at that rate amount 
to 24,3601. a very great fum to be annually raifed at that period. 
Edward the Confeffor fufpended the payment of this tax during 
part of his time. In the reign of Will. I. it was in one inftance 
increafed to /ix Srilhings, and in that of W. Rufus to four /hillings for 
each hide. In the reign of Henry I. it was three /billings, and in 


the reign of king Stephen two fbillings per hide. It continued to. 


be colleéted as low as 21 Hen. II. and probably later. 


2. There were two kinds of payments made in the reign of; 


Ethelred to the Danes; the one ¢rzbutary to purchafe peace, and put 


a ftop to their depredations; thefe could not be annual, being in their: 
nature ex re nata, accidental and occafional, and-were raifed not by» 


I | é any. 
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any ftated tax, but in the beft manner the neceflity and urgency of 
_affairs would permit. The other were /fpendiary, or fubjidiay-y 
- payments, made annually, in confequence of treaties, whereby the 
Danes contracted to, furnith the Englifh with a fleet of hips of wat, 
fometimes more, fometimes lefs, for the defence of the Englith 
-coafts, for which the Englifh agreed to pay them a ftated annual 
fubfidy. For the raifing this, the tax called Danegelt, which was an 
annual land-tax, was firft introduced. 


oO, 


3. Some of our earlieft hiftorians, for want of diftinguithing thefe 
‘two different kinds of payment, place the original of the tax in 
-queftion as early as the year gg1, when the tributary payment to 
‘the Danes commenced; other writers have been of opinion this tax 
_was otiginally colle&ted not to furnifh money to the Danes, but to 
_-defray the expence of guarding our coaft againft their invafions. 


Sir Henry Spelman defcribes Danegeld to be, “ Tributum Anglis 
“te indi@tum, alids ob pacandos Danos, alids ob arcendos.” And a little 
‘ower, “ Tributum annuum 48,000 Lior aea, ab omni populo era- . 
-« dendum, Danegeldum proprie nuncupatum.” Gloffary, p. 161. 


The author of the Dialogus de Scaccario hath the following 
‘chapter written expreflly on the fubjeét of this tax. 


«x1, Quip DANEGILDUM, ET QUARE sic DicTuM. Infula noftra 
«« fiiis contenta bonis peregrinis non eget. Hance igitur merito dixerg 
« priores, Divitit/que num, delicitfque larem. Propter haec innumeras 
‘¢ ab exteris injurias pafla eft ; quia {criptum eft ; Furem preciofa fi ignata 
<< follicitant.. Circumjacentium enim infularum praedones, irruptione 
«¢ facta, maritima depopulantes, aurum, argentum, et quaeque pretiofa 
<< tollebant. Verum cum rex et indigenae bellicis apparatibus inftruct i in 
*« fuae gentis defenfionem inftarent, illi fugas aggrediebantur aequoreas. 
«< Inter hos itaque pene praecipua et femper pronior ad nocendum 
“erat bellicofa illa et populofa gens Dacorum; qui praeter com- 
‘© munem raptorum avaritiam acriusinftabant, quia aliquid de antiquo 
«jure in ejufdem regni dominatione vendicabant, ficut Britonum 
«¢ plenius narrat hiftoria.” | | 


~ 
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«Ad hos igitur arcendos a regibus Anglicis ftatutum eft, ut de 
“ fingulis hidis regni, jure iivextare perpetuo, duo folidt argenti fol- 
‘“yerentur in ufus virorum fortrum, qui, perluftrantes et jugiter 
‘© excubantes maritima, impetum hoftium reprimerent. Quia igitur 
“ principaliter pro Danis inftitutus eft hic reditus, Danegildum vel 
« Danegildus dicitur. Hic igitur annua lege, ficut dictum eft, fub 
“ indigenis regibus folvebatur, ufque ad tempora regis Willelmi 
“ primi de gente et genere Normannorum. Ipfo namque regnante, 
«tam Daci quam caeteri terrae marifque praedones hoftiles co- 
« hibebant incurfus, {cientes verum effe quod {fcriptum eft, Cum 
« fortis armatus cufiodit atrium fusum, in pace funt ea quae poffdet. 
« Noverant autem etiam quod acerrimae virtutis homines impunitas 
“‘ non ferunt injurias. Quum ergo diu folviflet terra fub ejufdem: 
“regis imperio, noluit hoc ut annuum folvi, quod fuerat urgente 
‘ neceffitate bellicae tempeftatis exactum, nec tamen omnino propter 
“‘ inopinatos cafus dimitti. Raro igitur temporibus illius, vel fuc- 
‘* cefforum ipfius, folutus eft: hoc eft, cum ab exteris gentibus bella 
‘vel opiniones bellorum infurgebant. Verum, quocunque tempore 
« folvatur, ab ipfo liberi funt qui affident ad Scaccarium. Vicecomites 
«© quoque ab hoc quieti funt de dominiis fuis, peop laboriofam 
‘¢ ejufdem cenfus collectam.” 


al 


Mr. Selden in his Mare Claufam, lib. 1. ia given usa chapter 
exprefs on the fubject of Danegeld, from which I have tranfcribed 
{uch parts as contain his opinion concerning it. 


« Tributum, feu ftipendium Danegeldum dictum, ad rem navalem 
*‘ et territorio marino tuendo quotannis pendebatur. Originem 
“‘ habuit tributum-hoc fub Ethelredo rege. Scilicet is a Swano 
«Danorum rege miferas tandem redaétus in anguftias, pace ab eo 
‘‘empta, etiam ex foedere conduxit puppes Danorum 45, quae 
“regnum fuum in mari excubando tutarentur, ftipendia, quae ex 
‘« tributo hoc conflarentur, in commeatus annuatim accepturae. Quod 
‘ut _rité intelligatur, advertendum eft ex Hiftoria Anglo-faxonica, 
“ tributum feu cenfum Danis perfolvi fub id tempus folitum non 


«unius fuiffle generis. Aliud erat tributum feu pecuniae vis, qua - 


“* pacem 
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“ pacem interdum Anglo-faxones ab illis infulam graviter infeftantibus 
«< redimebant: aliud vero, quod claffi Danicae, ad tutandum mare 
« orafque defendendas maritimas conductae, ut ftipendium praefta- 
¢ batur.—~- Neque quotannis pendi folebat hoc genus primum, fed 
« pro re nata fubinde praeftitum eft. Quod vero fecundi generis 
_« erat claffi Danicae, ut dictum eft, condudtae folvendum, id an- 
“ nuum fuit. Nec certa pecuniae quantitate finiebatur, fed quanta 
“ claffiariorum victui et veftitui fufficeret. Utrumque autem 
“ praeftationis, quam diximus, genus, Danezelo, Danegeldum feu 
«¢ Danageldum, id eft, tributam Danicum, dicebatur. Secundum 
«‘yero, quod pro claffiariorum commeatu folutum eft, itidem eadem 
« voce indigitabatur, tum quia ex foedere Danico natum, tum quia 
<¢ Danicae claff_i marino territorio tuendo conductae pendi folitum- 
“ Unde et idem retinuit nomen tam fub ipfis regibus Danicis, veluti 
« Canuto, Haroldo I. Hardecanuto, quam fub Anglo-faxonibus feu 
« Anglicanis. Apud Matthaeos Weftmonafterienfem et Parifien- 
« fem annua ftipendi hujus Danici penfio triginta o€o millibus 
« librarum aeftimatur. Quod fane temere nimis ab eis {criptum eft. 
« Nec melius illi, quibus triginta millibus librarum taxatur ifla 
« penfio, velut Chronici Melrocenfis autori.* Nam qualicunque cenfus 
“‘ ratione, pro temporum varietate, tributum ipfum regi penderetur, 
‘* certiffimum videtur ftipendia claffi Danicae praeberi folita adeo 
“‘ incerta fuifle, ut nunc ampliora multo, nunc anguitiora, pro 
“ navium et claffiariorum numero tutelae marinae idoneo (quod nec 
“ aliter evenire potuiffe credendum eft) praeftarentur.” Selden. 
Opera, vol. iv. p. 1317. to 1322. 


4. In order to determine which of the abovementioned opinions ought 
to be adopted, it will be neceflary to compare the different accounts our 
hiftorians have given of this matter with each other. For this purpofe 
I have tranfcribed fuch of them as appeared to me to be material, 
‘in the author’s own words, and as near as could be in a regular order 
of time: by this means the Society will have the whole before them 
in one view. ; 


H. Hunt, 
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H. Hunt. Hitt. lib. v. p- 208. a. Edelredi regis anno cs, ae 


«« tertio (A. D. gg1.) primum ftatuerunt Angli, concilio infaufto Siricii 
<< archiepifcopi, quod ipfi cenfum Danis perfolverent, quatenus a 
*¢ rapinis et caede ceffarent, et dederunt eis decem mille libras. 
‘Hoc autem malum ufque in hodiernum diem [tempore regis 
«¢ Stephani] duravit, et diu, nifi Dei pietas fubveniat, durabit. Regibus 
“* namque noftris modo perfolvimus ex confuetudine, quod Danis 
*¢ nerfolvebatur ex ineffabili terrore.” 


Florent. Wigorn. p. 609. A®. gg1. “ Quo infuper anno Sirici 
“ Dorobernenfis archiepifcopi, et ducum Aethelwardi et Alfrici 
‘< confilio Danis tributum, quod erat 10 millium librarum, primztits 
«¢ datum eft, ut a crebris rapinis cremationibus et hominum occifi- 
“‘onibus, quas circa ripas maris frequenter agebant, defifterent, 
<< pacemque firmam cum eis tenerent.” Simeon Dunelmentfis, 
p- 196. Matth. Weftm. p. 169. And Roger Hoveden, p. 245. b. EY 


the fame, in almoft the fame words. 


Chronicon. Saxon. p. 126. ‘ Anno gg1. hoc anno decretum eft 
“primum jam ut folveretur tributum Danicis viris propter magnos 
‘« horrores quos incufferunt incolis maritimis. inprimis nempe x millia 
“« ibrarum. Illud concilium conftituit Siricus archiepifcopus.” 


Chronicon Johannis Brompton, abbatis Jornalenfis.(z). “ Anno 
‘«« Ethelredi regis xiil. Angli infaufto concilio Sirici Cantuari- 
‘* enfis archiepifcopi, ut Daci a rapinis et caedibus ceffarent, cenfum 
“« pravum eis folvere ftatuerant. Quibus x millibus-librarum przmo 
‘ pro tributo datis, hoc malum ufque in hodiernum diem in Anglia, 
“et diu, nifi Det pietas fubveniat, durabit. Nam regibus noftris 
‘< modo (6) confuetudine folvimus quod Danis tunc ex terrore ineffabili 
« folvebatur. Secundo vero folvebatur eis tributum 16 millium libra- 


(2) Decem Scriptores, p. 879. 


(b) From hence it appears, this part, at leaft, of this chronicle was wrote while, 


Danegeld was a fubfifting tax, and therefore much earlier than the reign of Ed- 


ward Ill. as low as ite Mr. Selden, in his preface to the Decem Scriptores, hath 


fhewn a part of it which anfwers to the year 1069 was wrote ; others fuppofe the 
author,wrote about the year 1198. Vide Tanner de Scriptoribus Aegis 
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“rum; ferfio 24 millium librarum; quarto 30 millium libraruni, 
ae “ guinto 4.0 millium librarum, donec tandem pecunia deficiente iterum 
i « tenderent ad rapinas.” 


* Ran. Higden, in his Polychronicon (c), mentions a third payment 
of 20,0001. omitted by Brompton, and both thefe authors ftate thefe 
payments, which, according to Higden, amount to 140,000 ].-as being 
paid the fame year. 


Ra. de Knighton de Eventibus Angliae (7), agrees with Higden 
as to the number and quantity of the payments, and adds they were 
made annually; but with refpect to the time when the five laft 
payments were made, thefe writers are all miftaken. 


. Knyghton’s words are; ‘ Interea, Dunftano mortuo, Dani venerunt 
«in Angliam quafi in quolibet portu Angliac ; unde nefciebatur qua 
« parte illis occurrerent ; unde confilio Sirici archiepifcopi fuccefforis 
« Dunftani tributum a@xnuum folvunt. Primo azo x. mil. libr. 
« Secundo anno xvi mil. Tertio anno xx mil. Quarto anno xxiv 
«mil. Quinto anno xxx mil. tandem xl mil. donec pecunia de- 
<¢ ficiebat in Anglia. Et tunc redierunt iterum ad rapinas.” 


It appears by the Saxon chronicle, and other hiftorians, that 

the firft tribute of 10,000 1. was paid A’. ggr. The fecond of 

ee: 16,0001. A®. 993, or 994. The fourth of 24,000]. A’. 1oo1. 
The fifth of 30,0001. A’. 1007. 


5. The Danes renewing their ravages, Ethelred determined to levy a 
large fleet and army to oppofe them. This he did by an occafional 
land-tax, then introduced for the firft time ; every three hundred and 

ten hides of land being taxed with providing a fhip, and every eight 

hides with finding a foldier, armed with a head-piece and breait- 

' plate. But thefe preparations, like all the former of this weak and 
unfortunate prince, proving unfuccefsful, he was reduced A’. ort. 

to fue for peace; and accordingly by a treaty concluded A®°. ro12. 
between. him and the Danes, in confideration of 8000 |. as the Saxon 
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‘(c) Gale’s Scriptores nok vol. ili. p. 270. 
(4) Decem Scriptores, vol. ii. p. 2315. 
Chronicle, 
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Chronicle, and Henry of Huntingdon, fay, or rather, as moft other 
authors mention, of 48,0001. paid them by the Englifh, the Danes’ 
agreed to put an end to the war, and to furnifh Ethelred with forty 
five fhips of war, for the future protection of his kingdom from foreign 
invafions, which were to be paid.and maintained by the Englifh. 


« Anno millefimo feptimo, rex Anglorum Egelredus, primatum 
*fuorum confilio nuncios ad Danos legans, iis mandavit, quod 
“< fumptus et tributum eo tenore illis dare vellet, ut a rapinis-defifte- 
‘‘ rent, et pacem cum eo firmam tenerent ; cujus poftulationi con- 
« fenferunt, et ex eo tempore de tota Anglia fumptus illis dabatur, et 
‘“‘ tributum, quod erat 36,000 librarum, illis perfolvebatur.” Hove- 
den, p. 246. b. 


Saxon Chronicle, p. 142. A®. ror2. * Quum primum. tributum 
«¢ effet perfolutum, et pax juramentis firmata, difperfus eft late exer- 
«citus. Tum fubditae funt regi de claffe [Dacorum] xLv naves, 
<¢ quae ei pollicitae funt fe hanc terram defenfuros, modo 7s alls victum 
<< e¢ voftitum fubminiftraret.” 


Hen. Huntingdonienfis (e), A°. 1012. “ Tunc vero rex nimis fero’ 
“* pacem fecit cum Dacorum exercitu, dans. eis 8000 librarum. 
«© Subdiderunt autem fe regi 45 puppes Danorum, promittentes quod. 
«« Angliam tuerentur, rex vero inveniret eis victum et veftitum.” 


Hoveden (f/f), Anno 1012. “ Perfidus dux Edricus Streona et 
«omnes Angliae primates ante Pafcha Lundoniae congregati funt, 
«et ibi tam diu morati funt quoufque tributum. Danis. promifium, 
«« quod erat 48 mille librarum, perfolveretur. Poft haec tributo 
<< foluto, pace juramentis firmata, Danica claffis, ut prius. erat con- 
“oregata, longe lateque difpergitur ; fed cum rege quadraginta 
‘‘ quinque naves remanfere ezque fidelitatem juravere, et adverfus ex- 
“ teros Angliam fe defenfuros, eo tenore promiferunt, ut eis. victum 
“< regimenque praebérét.” 


6. What the expence of maintaining this fleet amounted to is not 
mentioned by any of thefe writers. ‘The Saxon Chronicle, A°. 1040. 


(e) P..207. a. 
(f) Hoveden, p. 247. b. 248. a, 
p. 156. 
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p. 156. takes notice that 11,0481. was paid that year for 32 fhips. 
At that rate the expence of 45 fhips would amount to about 15, 500 he 
For want therefore of more exact information, we may reafonably 
fuppofe that a fum of upwards of 15,0001. ,was by this treaty become 
a ftated charge on the kingdom, neceflary to be annually provided 
for. 


Ingulfus, Brompton, the Chronicon of Peterborough, and other 
authors affirm, the payment of Danegeld, as a ftated tax, began in 
the year 1012 or 1013; probably in the treaty between Ethelred — 
and the Danes, in imitation of what had been done by Ethelred Av. 
1008, it was ftipulated that the expence of thefe fhips fhould be 
raifed by an annual tax on land. 


In 1013, Ethelred retired to Normandy, and whether in the fir/? 
inftance this tax was collected by his authority, or by that of his 
fucceffor Swane, who was this year acknowledged by all the people, 
tanquam verum regem, is uncertain; Henry Huntindonienfis, p. 207, 
A’. 1013. “ Swanus rex Dacorum venit et ab omni populo ha- 
« bebatur pro rege, jujiitque dari per Angliam vidum et cenfum 
« exercitui fuo.” 


Hoveden, p. 248. a. A®. 1013. “ Menfe Julio rex Danorum 
« Swanus cum valida claffe ad Sandicum portum eft appulfus 
«qui ad fuam claflem reverfus, ab omni populo Anglorum rex 
« appellabatur et habebatur. Quod cum vidiflet rex Ethelredus 
« Normanniam devehitur, et a Ricardo comite honorifice fufcipitur. 
«« Interea Swanus tyrannus, fuae claflae fumptus affuenter parari et 
« tributum fere importabile fou: praecepit.” 


7. Ae. 1014. Swane died, andthe Danifh fleet elected Canutus king 
in his room; the Englifh thereupon recalled Ethelred, who died in 
1016. and was fucceeded by Edmund, who, after feveral victories 
over the Danes, was the fame year totally defeated by them, with 
the lofs of moft of the Englifh nobility, and reduced to agree to pay 
tribute to the Danes; foon after which he died; and upon his death 
Ac. 1017. Canutus the Dane, became king of England, and the 
next year the Danifh army, after receiving a tribute of 72,0001, or 

as 
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as Henry of Huntingdon fays, 82,000 1. from the kingdom in general, 
befides 10,000 1. or as others fay, 10,500 1. from the city of London, 
returned to Denmark, leaving forty of their fhips in Englith pay. 


Canutus died in 1036, and was fucceeded by Harold, who died 
in 1039. During thefe two reigns, which comprehend a fpace of 
above twenty two years, a fleet of Danifh fhips of war were con- 
ftantly kept in Englifh pay ; eight marks being the hire or wages 
annually given to each rower, and twelve marks to each captain or 
matter. In 1039, upon the death of Harold, Hardacnute fuc- 
ceeded him, who kept this year fixty two Danifh fhips in Englith 
pay, at the before mentioned rate. 


A’. 1040. There was paid 21,099 1. for tribute, and afterwards 
11,0481. for the pay of thirty two fhips; this is the laft payment 
made to the Danes. The proofs of what is here advanced are fet 
forth in the next fection. 


8. Florent. Wigorn. p. 619. A®. 1018. ‘ Hoc anno de tota Anglia 
«« 72 millia et de Lundonia 10,500 librarum exercitu Danorum funt 
“‘ perfoluta, et cum rege Canuto 40 nayves remanfere, ceterae vero 
« Denemerciam funt revectae; Angli et Dani apud Oxenefordam de 
«lege regis Hadgari tenenda concordes funt effecti. 


Saxon Chronicon, p. 151. A®. 1018. * Hoc anno folutum fuit 
‘¢ iftud tributum per totam Angliam - gentem, nempe Lxx11, millia 
é librarum ; praeter id quod cives Lundenenfes perfolverunt, nempe 
«rx, millia librarum. Deinde Danici exercitus pars reverfa eft 
“ ad Denmearciam, xL autem naves remanfere cum rege Canuto. 
«¢ Dani etiam et Angli concordes facti funt apud Oxnafordam. — 


Matth. Weftm. p. 207. “ Anno gratiae 1022. Angli et Dani in 
«« colloquio apud Oxoniam celebrato, de legibus regis Edward: primi 
‘« tenendis concordes effecti funt ; unde eifdem legibus, jubente rege 
« Cnutone, ab Anglica lingua in Latinam tranflatis, tam in Dania 
_ quam in Anglia propter earum aequitatem a rege praefato obfervari 
“ jubentur.” 


Henry 
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Henry Huntington. p. 208. b. “Cnut rex Anglorum fecit per 
<¢ Angliam mirabilem cenfum reddi, {cilicet txxx11 mille lib. praeter 


« undecies mille lib. quas Lundonienfes reddiderunt.” 


Saxon Chron. A®. 1309. p. 156. * Hoc anno deceffit Haroldus rex 


- ejufque diebus foluta funt tributa xvi navibus, unicuique 


«« nempe remigi vIII marcae, prout factum eft Canuti regis aetate— 


«< Hoc ipfo item anno venit Hardecanutus ad Sandwicum, vir diebus 
<< ante mediam aeftatem, et ftatim fufceptus eft tum ab Anglis tum 
«« Danis: verum ob id poftea proceres ejus multa mala funt pafii. 


<« Tum decretum eft ut folverentur Lx1r navium fingulis remigibus 


‘¢ yIII marcae.” 
Flor. Wigorn. p. 623. ‘¢ Odo marcas unicuique fuae claffis remigi, 


“et duodecim unicuique gubernatori de fota Anglia praecepit rex 


«« [Hardecanutus] dependi, tributum videlicet tam grave, ut vix aliquis 
<< id poffet perfolvere.” 


_ Saxon Chronicon, A®. 1040. p.156. “ Hoc anno fuit tributum 
«‘ militare [ benegeolo ] folutum, nempe xxr millia librarum et 
“ xcrx librae, et poftea folutae fuerunt xxxi1 navibus, x1 millia 
« Jibrarum et xLvitI librae. 


Mr. Selden, Mare Claufum, p. 13 I 7. fays this laft fum of 11,048 1. 
was paid for building 32 fhips, “ {cilicet 32 navibus conftruendis, quod 
«: fcribit Huntingdonienfis,” which is a miftake ; Henry of Hunting~ 
don’s words are; ‘* Anno fecundo Hardecnut redditus eft cenfus 
“ exercitui Dacorum, {cilicet 21,000 lib. et 8g lib. et poftea funt 
«< redditae 32 puppibus 11,000 lib. et 48 lib.” p. 209. a. 


g. A®. 1042. Hardicnute died, and was fucceeded by Edward the 
Confeffor, who put a ftop to all future payments from the Englith to 
the Danes, as well tributary as ftipendiary. He continued neverthe- 
lefs to colleét Danegeld from the fubject until the year 1051, when, 
as Ingulphus and other authors fay, he abfolutely repealed it. The 
laft time he collected it, was, ad navigium faciendum, as appears from 
a writ of Will. I. which dire€&ts the boundaries and jurifdiCtions of 
the bifhop of Worcefter and the abbot of Evefham, to be “ ficut 

C2 ‘¢ erant 
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‘‘erant die qua noviffime tempore regis Edwardi geldum acceptum 
“« fuit ad navigium faciendum.” Heming Cartular. vol. i. p. 73. 


« Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo, quod Danegeld dicebatur, | 


_“ trigefimo o€tavo anno ex quo pater fuus Ethelredus primus. id 
*« Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat, integre abfolvit (g). 


«< Anno Domini 10 51, Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo 
« folvit, quod eis pater fuus propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat (4). 


«Anno Domini 1051, cum terra non daret folita fertilitate 
‘< fructus fuos, fed fame plurimos habitatores devoraret, in tantum 
“ut bladorum cariftia et panis inopia multa hominum millia 
“ morerentur: mifericordia motus fuper pauperes, piflimus rex 
« Edwardus tributum graviffimum, quod Danigeld dicebatur, omni 
«« Angliae in perpetuum relaxavit (7).” The inducement for this 
is curious and diverting. ‘ Ferunt quidam regem fancifimum, 
“cum dictum Danigeld cubicularii fui collectum.in regis cameram 
“ intuliffent, et ad videndum tanti thefauri cumulum ipfum addux- 
“ iffent, ad primum afpectum exhorruifle, proteftantem fe daemo- 
‘nem fuper acervum pecuniae faltantem, et nimio gaudio exultan- 
“<tem profpexiffe. Unde priftinis poflefforibus juffit ftatim reddere, 
et de tam fera exactione ne iota unum voluit retinere, quin in 
“ perpetuum remifit, anno {cilicet XXXvili, Ex quo, tempore regis 
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fingulis annis tmperavit.” 


Ailredus Abbas Rievallis, in. his hiftory of the life and miracles of 
Edward the Confeflor, makes no mention of this pretended appari- 
tion, but pives the following account of the abolifhing the tax in 
queftion (2). « Tributum illud..graviflimum quod tempore patris fui 
« primo claili Danicae pendebatur, poft modum vero Fifco regio 
‘“‘ annis fingulis inferebatur, regia liberalitate remifit, et ab onere hoe 
“¢ importabile in perpetuam Angliam abfolvit.” 


(g) Chronicon Petri Burgi, p. 42. 
(>) Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. 
(7) Ingulph. Script. Angl. vol. i. p. 65. 


(4) Decem Scriptores, vol. i. p. 383. 
; Rad. 


Ethelredi patris ful, Swanus Rex Danorum {uo exercitul illud folvi | 


& 


at er 
ee Pee ee, 


Forni A NLEPG EPL. 13 


Rad, deDiceto Abbreviationes Chronicorum, p. 457. A®. 1051, 
¢ Rex Edwardus abfolvit Anglos a gravi vectigali tricefimo octavo 
“ anno ex quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus id Danicis folidariis 
« folvi mandavit.” Hoveden, p. 253. a. fays the fame. 


Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. ‘“ Anno Domini ro51. 
« Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo folvit, quod eis pater fuus 
‘© propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat”. 


Florent. Wigorn. p. 626. “ A®. 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
«¢ Anglos a gravi vectigali 38 anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus 
‘“ primitus id Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat.” 


~ Ranulph. Higden. Polychronicon, p. 278. A®. ros50. “ Edwardus 
“rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, quod pater fuus Egelredus 
“ Danicis folidariis folvi fecerat, et jam per xL annos duraverat.” 


Henr. de Knyghton, p. 233. ufes the fame words. 


Matthew of Weftminfter, the Chronica of Mailros, and a few 
other hiftorians, fay, the fubfidy or tribute, paid to the Danes for their 
fhips, wasa ftated fum of 30,0001. or 38,000]. a year; but this is a 
miftake, probably not of the writers, but owing to the inaccuracy of 
the copyift or tranfcribers. 


Chronica de Mailros (/), « Anno 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
« Anglos a gravi vectigali, id eft, xxx librarum et vill anno ex 
“quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus Danicis id foldariis folvi 
“ mandaverat.” 


Matth. Weftm. p. 219. “ Anno Gratiae 1051. Rex Edwardus a 


 “ vectigali graviffimo Anglos abfolvit, quod patre vivente, Danicis 


« ftipendiariis triginta octo millium librarum folvi confuevit.” 


An ancient MS. chronicle in my cuftody, which formerly be- 
longed to the priory of Hickling in Norfolk. « Annoros1. Edwardus 
«¢ rex abfolvit Anglosa gravi tributo, id eft xxxvini librarum xxxvNI’, 
“anno ex quo pater fuus rex ewe aia primitus Danicis id foldariis 
“ folvi mandarat.” 


(2) Scriptores Angl, vol. i. p. 157. 
Hoveden, 


+ 
a 
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Hoveden, p. 24.6. b. fays it was 36,0001. a year. 


An annual tax of near four fhillings on each hide of land would 
have been neceflary to pay 38,000 1. a year to the Danes, and there 
is no mention in hiftory until long after this period of any tax of that 
fort. 2 

10. Thefe payments to the Danes could not avoid being extremely 
oppreffive and grievous to the people; they were rendered more fo 
by the manner in which they were collected. If a perfon did not 
pay the fum affeffed within three days after the time appointed for 
paying it, the owner was liable to be turned out of his eftate, and 
whoever would pay the tax for him put into the poffeffion of it. 
This proved the fource of great fraud and oppreffion, as will appear 
from the following extracts from the Liber Wigornienfis. 


Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 248. < Sicuti factum eft tem- 
‘< poribus Ethelredi, regis Anglorum, vaftante et depopulante hanc 
13 patriam pagano rege Danorum, SWEIN nomine, cum maximum 
“et fere importabile tributum tota Anglia reddere cogeretur. Ob 
«« hujus ‘itaque tam gravis tributi exactionem, omnia feré ornamenta 
<«« hujus ecclefiae diftracta funt, tabulae altaris, argento et auro paratae, 
‘¢ {poliatae funt, textus exornati, calices confracti, cruces conflatae, ad 
“ultimum etiam terrae et villulaé pecuniis diftra¢tae funt. Simili 
«modo etiam actum eft regnante CNuT, filio fuo, et adhuc graviora 
*« vectigalia fuperaddita funt temporibus regni fila CNuT, cujus nomen 
“‘ erat HARDECNUT, qui etiam totam iftam provinciam hoftile exercitu 
<< ferro et igne depopulavit.” | 

Heming. Cartular. vol.1. p.277. ‘“ Tempore quo CnuT rex 
«« Danorum, hac patria devicta, vectigal importabile toti Anglorum 
“ regno impofuerat, ablatae funt diverfae villulae in Uuareuuicfcire a 
« monatterii poffeflione, vi et fraude malignorum Danorum, quorum 
<< potentia eo tempore terror erat indigenis hujus patriae. Conftituerunt 
“enim, ut, fiquid vectigalis ad m1". conftituti diei deeflet, guz/guis 
“ prius pecuntam pro ea folveret, ejus poffeffont fubjaceret. Tac calli- 
“¢ ditate inventa, quifquis aliquam terram de monafterio concupierat, 
“ pecunia data vicecomiti, vectigali refugato etiam fatis tempeftivo, 


« quod male concupierat, pro libitu injufte rapiebat.” 
11. The 
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tr. The 12th, or in fome editions the 11th, of the laws commonly 
afcribed to the Confefior, which in another place I have proved to 
be of a more modern date (7), gives this account of Danegeld. 
“De Danecetpo. Danegeldi redditio propter pyratas primitus 
« ftatuta eft. Patriam enim infeftantes vaftationi ejus pro pofle fuo in- 
« fiftebant. Ad eorum quidem infolentiam reprimendam ftatutum eft, 
«¢ Danegeldum annuatim reddi, fcilicet 12 denarios ex unaquaque hida 
** totius patriae, ad conducendos eos qui piratarum irruptioni refiftendo 
“‘ obviarent. De hoc quoque Danegeldo libera et quieta erat omnis 
‘¢ eeclefia, et etiam omnis terra, quae 7 proprio dominio ecclefiae 
“‘ erat, ubicunque jacebat, nihil prorfus in tali redditione perfolvens, 
<* quia magis in ecclefiae confidebant orationibus quam in armorum. 
“‘ defenfionibus. Et hanc libertatem tenuit Anglorum ecclefia ufque 
*¢ ad tempora Willielmi regis junioris, quide baronibus totius Angliae 
“ auxilium petiit ad Normanniam retinendam de fratre fuo Roberto, 
«¢ Normannorum comite, Jerufalem proficifcente. Conceffum eft ei, 
“non lege ftatutum neque firmatum, fed habuit neceflitatis caufa 
“ ex unaquaque hida 4 folidos, ecclefia non excepta; quorum dum 
« fieret collectio,proclamabatfancta ecclefia, libertatem fuam repofcens, 
“¢ fed nihil profecit (7)” | 
The paflage before cited of Ingulphus, who was a cotemporary 
author, and in whofe copy of the Confeffor’s laws, as confirmed by 
the Conqueror,- this law is not inferted, furnifhes an additional. 
argument, if any arguments are wanting, againtt the authority 
and genuinenefs of the law relating to Danegeld. If Edward 
the Confeffor had for ever abolifhed Danegeld, it could not have 
been certified to W. the Conqueror, as a tax fubfifting by virtue of a 
law of that king. The truth is, that this law, attributed to the 
Confeffor, was, as I have obferved on another occafion, an inter- 
polation made as late as the time of Hen. II. and is therefore of no 
authority with regard to the prefent inquiry. : 


(m) Queftion concerning the Jews, p. 325 33> 
(x) Leges Edwardi. Wilkins, p. 198. 
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12. It is probable Will. I. collected Danegeld in the fecond year 
of his reign. Simeon of Durham, Knyghton, Brompton, and many 
other of our hiftorians agree, that, upon his return from Normandy, 
in the year 1067, he levied an infupportable tax upon the people, 
« Impértabile tributum Anglis indixit.” How often he collected 
Danegeld after this period does not appear, except that A°. 1084, or 
1086, he encreafed it to fix fhillings per hide, which was three times 
more than it appears to have ever been affefled at before. 


«¢ Anno regis Willielmi xvii (A°. 1084) idem Rex de civalibe: 
« hida terrae in Anglia fex folidos habuit ‘et accepit.” Chron. 
Joh. de Brompton. p. 2351. Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2352. 


Matthew Paris fays it was collected A°. 1083, after the furvey was 
made: ———  Deinde [that is after the making the furvey] de uno- - 
‘< quoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius regni _ Ls folidos cepit 
“‘ argenti.” Edit. Watts, p. 9. 


Matthew of Weftminfter, p. 229. fays the fame, ait treats it as 
a larger tax than ufual. « Deinde fenior factus avarior, et de 
‘rege tyrannus, de unoquoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius 
“ regni fex folidos extorfit truculenter.” 


The Saxon Chronicle places the collecting this tax in the fame 
year 1083. p. 485. <* Hoc etiam ipfo anno [1083.] poft Natales, 
« rex permifit exigi magnum tributum ac grave per totam Anglorum, 
© terram, id eft, pro unaquaque hida duos et feptuaginta denarios.” 

In the Inquifitio Geldi for the five Weftern counties in the Exe- 
ter MS. Danegeld, is throughout computed at fix fhillings per hyde, 
and wherever it differs, it is only in {mall fractions, owing to the mif- 
takes of the writer or copier, which, by the manner in which they at 
that time expreffed their fums and quantities, they were very liable to. a 

In Wiltthire, in the hundred of Mere (Exeter MS. p. 288.) the 
Danegeld for 51 hydesis 151. 6s. 51x6= 300 fhillings. 

In Somerfetthire, p..237. b. in the manor of Torlberg, three 


hides paid the king 18s. for this tax, 6x 3 = 18. 
I In 
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In Debrifhire, p. 311. a. in Hertiland hundred feven hides paid 
21. 2s. and in Toritone 24 hides are rated at 71. 45. 
In Dorfetthire, p. 297. a. in Henoltune hundred 14t hides paid 
47s. 144X6= 87 fhillings, 
In Cornwall, p. 304. a. in Winnentone hundred fix hides paid 


1]. 16s. and in Fanurcone hundred, 304. b. 114 hides paid 31. 9s, 
I14x 6 = 69 fhillings. 


13..In the following imperfect and ‘unintelligible law of Hen. 1. 


Danegeld is fuppofed to be in his reign 12d. per hide. 


«xv. De Danecetpo. Danegildum, quod aliquando ringe 
«manus dabatur. i. XII. denar. de unaque hida per annum: fi ad 


** terminos non reddatur Wyta emendetur.” Unlefs:you will fuppofe 


a miftake'in the copy, and that it fhould be &. Xi. denar. twice 
12d. a method of expreffion not infrequent in ancient MSS. Thus 
in the Exeter MS. quater xx = 80. 


The reading as it ftands in the text is unfupported by any other 
authority I have been able to meet with, and is contradicted by what 
paffed in the ninth year of the reign of Hen. I. (A®. 1114.) who, on 
marrying his daughter Maud to the emperor, collected Danegeld 
throughout the kingdom at the rate of three fhillings per hide 
<-Rex itaque : cepit eb-unaquaque-hida Angliae tres folidos.” Hen. 
Hunting. p. 379. | 

A MS. chronicle in Trinity College, Cantab. cited by Mr. Madox, 


‘Hiftory of the Exchequer, Pp: 475. fays, A’. 1114. “ Accel tens fu 


«‘ done Danegeld par mi Engleterre.” 
Hen. I. in his thirtieth year, “in redemptionem peccatorum pone 


_ promifed, “ut feptem annis Danicum tributum relaxaret.” Rad. 


Higden, lib. vii. c. 17. 

King Stephen, at his coronation, (A°.’1135.) faithfully promifed. 
among other things, “ quod Danegeldum, id eft, dios folidos ad 
‘‘ hidam, gquos Anteceffores fui fingulis annis accipiebant, in aeternum 


“«‘ condonaret.” Roger of Wendover, Henry of Huntingdon, and 
the 
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the other authors, who mention this, fay he did not keep his pro- 
mife. In this they are fupported by the Revenue Rolls of his reign. 


Mr. Madox (Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475.) fays, that, «in — 


‘the great roll of the fifth year of king Stephen, Danegeld is 
‘« accompted for in every county, as if it was a fettled yearly revenue; 
<¢ that is, in the like words of form, which were then wont to- be 
“‘ ufed in accompting for the fettled yearly revenue. Thus the 
“ Danegeld for the firft year (viz. the immediate year acéompted 
“ for) was called barely Danegeld, or novum Danegeldum; the 
‘“« Danegeld for the next preceding year, praeteritum Danegeldum ; 
* the Danegeld for the third preceding year, vetus Danegeldum, etc. 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claufum, lib. il. cap. xv. takes notice that 
it appeared by the Exchequer Rolls, that Danegeld had been paid in 
the reign of Hen. II. and Mr. Madox, by extracts from thofe rolls, 
hath fince proved it was accompted for in the great rolls of the 
2.3: 4. 5.7.20. and 21. Hen. IL. I thal tranfcribe the two laft of 
thofe extracts. 

«< Ofbertus de Brai, r c de xl marcis de mifericordia quia prohibuit 
«« Danegeldum dari de dominiis. In thefauro liberavit et quietus eit.” 
Mag. Rot. 20. Hen. II. Rot. 9. a. Berck(cira. 

«Et Heliae oftiario i marcam ad portandas fummonitiones de 
«« Danegeldo per Angliam per breve regis.” Mag. Rot. 21. Hen. II. 
Rot. 3. a Londonia et Middlefexa. Hift. Excheq. p. 479. n. 2. &. 

Ralph Higden in his Polychronicon, p. 202. de legibus lezumque 
vocabulis, gives this definition of Danegeld, “ Danegeld, id eft, Tail- 
‘< Jagium datum Danis, id eft, i*. de qualibet bovata terrae.” 

Now as eight bovates were equal to a carucate, and as a carucate 


was generally underftood to be the fame as a hide, it follows that | 


Danegeld was two fhillings, or 24. pence = 8 x 3 per hide. 


The foregoing authorities I apprehend clearly make out what I 
undertook to prove, that Danegeld was originally and in its inftitution 
a tax of two fillings on every hide. 


Danegeld, 
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Danegelas ‘Heregeld, Hidegeld, Hidage, Carucage, were different 
names for the fame tax anciéntly raifed upon land ; in its original it 
was called Danegeld, Heregeld; afterwards Hidegeld and Hidage ; 
and laft of all Carucage and Caruage. 

Caruca, Carucata, Aratrum, and Hyda, were at that time confidered 
as fynonymous; and to exprefs the fame quantity of land. 
~ © A, 1200. Rex Johannes mutuavit regi Franciae xxx millia 
“ marcarum, pro quibus collectum eft Caruagium in Anglia, {cil. iii s. 


_ © pro quolibet 4ratro.” Reg. prioratus de Dunftaple, p. 47. 


«¢ A®, 1221. Rex Henricus cepit de qualibet carucatu terrae, duos 


« folid.” Chron. MS. prioratus de Hickling. 
Sir H. Spelman, in his Gloffary, p. 127. defines Carucage to be 


«¢ Tributi genus, quod fingulisAratris communi regni confilio imponitur.” 

MS. Roffen. fol. 138. A®. 1224. 8 Hen. HI. ‘* Hoc anno Domini 
« regi pro magnis laboribus fuis et expenfis tam a praelatis quam a laicis 
«‘ conceflum. eft per totam Angliam Carucagium, de qualibet {cil. 
‘¢ Caruca duo {olidi.” 


Mr. Madox, in his hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 502. 503. hath 
tran{cribed feveral entries from the accompts in the revenue rolls of 
perfons, who, in the 10, 14, and’19 Hen. III. accounted for the ar- 
rears of Carucage; he is of opinion it was a tax of fo much for each 
carue of land, holden dy dafe or inferior tenure only, in which poflibly 
he is miftaken ; hea admits he found very little Fash it in the revenue 


rolls. 


II. 

By Terra, in Domefday book, and other records relative to 
this matter, is always underftood arable land, in contradiftin@tion 
to pafture, meadow, wood, etc. which, although defcribed in the 
furvey, their contents are not therein expreffed in hides, but in acres, 
leucae, quadragenarii, etc. which were not charged with this tax, or 
confidered as part of the geldable or arable land. 
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Thus: in the Exeter MS. produced by the Dean of Exeter to 
the Society, after mentioning the number of hides of arable land, 
and the amount of Danegeld paid for it, the Survey defcribes the 
reft of the lands after this manner : 

** iil quadragenar’ nemoris in longitudine, et ii quadragenar’ in 
“« Jatitudine — xl agros prati et ii quadragenarias pafcuae.” 

Cities and towns which had no arable lands, paid Danegeld in 


proportion to a certain number of hides. ‘Thus Exeter paid qa 
v hidae terrae: Salifbury gelded for fifty hides, etc. 


Il. 


Danegeld was not, as has been imagined, a partial tax on a part 
only of the arable lands of the kingdom, but was univerfal and ex- 
tended over the whole. hk | 

Mr. Roger Gale, a‘late learned member, and great ornament of 
this Society, in the appendix to his Regiftrum honoris de Richmond, 
is of opinion that the Domefday furvey, and conféquently the account 
of the perfons paying Danegeld, was confined to the lands of fuch as 
held immediately of the king, and of the church, —— How he has made 


Out a propofition, which he admits to be contrary to the uniform 


voice of almoft every ancient ye may probably be the seg of a 
future i inquiry. 

“‘ Obfervabimus primo quod clare conftet, reclamante licet grege 
** monachorum noftrorum, vel ex ipfo Libro Cenfuali, omnes terras 


“« Angliae in eo nequaquam fuiffe defcriptas. ——— Injinita pene vil- _ 


*‘larum antiquarum nomina in ea omifia. Quidni igitur ex eo 
“ hoc factum fit, quod oi tenentes de rege, et de ecclefia (quae: etiam 
«« de rege tenebat) eo in Cenfu defcriberentur, terrae autem quae 
‘‘ Anglis remanferunt, iis {cilicet gut non fuerunt in confilio et auxilio 
“ contra Willielmum regem, neutiquam ad Examen revocatae fit?” 
Mr. Gale concludes with faying <; Contra opinionem per fecula 
“ fabilitam imus, fed yeritati litamur, librum ipfum et equos judices 
 appellamus.” Append. Regift, Honoris de Richmond, p. 227. a 
€ 
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The inftances in the Conqueror’s furvey, which mention, that in 
fome few eftates the number of hides were not known, and that they 
never paid this tax, were probably owing to thofe lands not having 
been turned up into tillage until after the time of king Ethelred. 
But, in general, the number of hides belonging to the crown, the 
king and queen, and their tenants, were enumerated as well as thofe 
of the fubje&t. The Dialogus de Scaccario, c. viii. P 23. fays, 
*« Cognita fumma, quae de comitatu requiritur, ab his qui in comitatu 
‘* fundos habent, per hydas diftribuitur.” 

The demefne lands,-which belonged to the king and queen, and 
thofe in the hands of their immediate tenants and fermors, although 
affeffed, did not pay this tax. The reafon of which is obvious: it 
would be paying with one hand what they were to receive with the 
other. 

The eftates of many other perfons were originally, or in a courfe 
of years, exempted’ from paying it.. The demefne lands of church- 


men and religious houfes were excufed from it in confequence, 


either of the eleemofinary grants by which they held their lands 
from the ctown, which: were ufually granted “‘ libera ab 
“‘ omnibus fecularibus fervitiis et fifcali tributo, exceptis expeditione; 
<< arcis pontifve extructione.” or ‘ adeo libera in omnibus ficut 
«‘ rex habuit in fua propria manu=—or ‘“ adeo libera in omnibus 
« ficut mea propria Dominica terra-——or “-quieta de Geldis, 
«© Danegeldis et Hydagiis” or the like (0); or they might be 
intitled to this exemption by virtue of fome general grant antecedent 
to the commencement of this tax, fuch as the grant made A®. 694, 
by Withredus Rex Cantiae, and renewed afterwards in a great 
council by Ethelbalus Rex Merciorum, in the following words, ——. 
“s Igitur ex hac die et deinceps concedimus et donamus, etc. ecclefiis 
“‘ regni noftri liberas effe perpetua libertate ab omnibus {ecularibus 
*¢ fervitiis, ab omni debito vel pulfione regalium tributorum, ut poffint 
*« pro nobis Deo omnipotent hoftias dignas offerre, noftraque peccata 
*¢ abluere immaculatis muneribus (f),” 


(0) Dugd. Monatticon. vol. i. p. 44, 196, ete, 
(p) Thorne Chron, X, Scriptores, p. 2208, 
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It appears by the law relating to Danegeld, interpolated amon 
thofe of Edward the Confeffor, about the reign of Hen. II. that the 
Clergy then claimed their being exempt from this tax as an original 
right. This exemption only extended to their demefne lands, their 
other eftates being charged with it. 


Sir H. Spelman, in his Codex Legum Veterum, p. 304. hath 
inferted the following writ for exempting the bifhop of Worcefter 
from Danegeld. 


« Breve Regis Hen. I. de non faciendo Epifeopum Wigorn. 
“ geldare. 
«¢ Henricus Rex Anglorum Waltero de Bello Campo et collectoribus 
« Werecefthefcire, Salutem.  Precipio. vobis ne amodo faciatis 
cc Epitcopum Wee geldare, etc. Tefte. Ep. Sarum apud 
«¢ Winton.” : 


This writ is imperfectly fet forth by Sir H. Spelman; it is copied at 
large in Heming. Cartular. vol. 1. p. 298. ‘ Henricus rex Anglie 
«¢ Waltero de Bello Campo et coll. Wireceftrefire falutem. Precipio 
«< yobis ne amodo facietis epifcopum Wigornie Geldare de terra fua 
«« de Wireceftrefira nifi pro ccc et quater xx et vir hidis et dimidia, — 
« 'T. epifcopo Sar. apud Wintoniam.” 


The demefne lands of the great lords and barons, and others, 
who held by military fervice, were in like manner exempted from 
the paying Danegeld. pees 

The reafon of this exemption feems to be, that it was unreafon- 
able that thofe, whofe perfons were by tenure imployed to ferve in 
the wars, fhould be doubly charged by paying for their lands to the 
fame fervice. 

Hen. I. in his Magna Charta, c. 2. which, as to this point, was 

only a renewal of what appears to have been the law and practice i in 
the time of Will. I. confirms this opinion. ‘* Militibus qui per 
«¢ Joricas terras fuas deferviunt, terras Dominicarum Carucarum fua- * 
«rum quietas ab omnibus geldis et ab omni opere Proprio dono 
«* meo concedo, ut, ficut benignitas mea propenfior eft in eis, ita 
4. ce mihi 
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s¢ mihi fideles fint; ut ficut tam magni gravamine allevati funt, ita 
“ equis et armis fe bene inftruant; ut apt et parati fint ad fervicium 
“¢meum, et ad defenfionem regni mei (q).” ' 
~ In fome inftances lands were exempted from paying this tax by 
the king’s particular order. ‘* Habet abbas de Eovefham v hidas 
‘«‘ apud Haurtun Geldentes et x funt quiete de geldo per brevem 
“ regis.” Heming. Cartular. p. 315. 

The barons of the Exchequer, fheriffs of counties, and the affeffors 
and collectors of the tax, were alfo exempted from paying Danegeld 
for their demefne lands, or at leaft for a part thereof. 

A few extraéts from the Exeter MS. will further explain what is 
advanced in this fection. 

“ Dorfeta. In hundredo Etheminftre funt xlvii hide et tantum 
“‘ terrae habet ibi Sarifberienfis Eps quantum. poflint arare vi car- 
*‘rucae. Inde habent barones in Dnio vi hid. et i virgam et vi car. 
«« Inde h’t Eps vi Car. et Rogerus Arundellus ii hid. et i virg. et 
“« Briftuinus Prepofitus i iil abe Et de xl hidis ivirg. minus, habet 
a pe xii libras, xvii denarios, ef i obol.(r) minus. Et de dimidia hida 

“q tenet Urfo de Arnulfo de Hefdine nunquam huit Rex. W. 
fF eae Et de dimidia hida g tenet Dedemanus de Comite de 
** Moritonio non hwit Rex Gildum hoc anno. Sed xii folide prae- 
<< {criptorum q" deberent effe redditi ad primum terminum non funt 
** redditi ufque ad poftremum. Exeter MS. p. 294. a. 

“ In Somerfetfcira. In hundreto Cumgrefbie funt xix hide. 


‘Inde habet Rex de gildo fuo xiii folidos et vi denarios pro 1 hidis 
“et i virga. Et Rex et barones fui habent in fuo dominicatu v 


“hidas et i virgam. De his habet Rex iii hidas et dimidiam in 


“dominio. Et Ordricus iii virgas et Ordulfus dimidiam hide. Et 
« Alunardus dimidia hida et pro xi hidis, quas tenent villani Regis 
«de Cumgrefbie, non habet Rex gildum. Et pro dimidia hida, 
« quam tenent villani de ecclefia Cumgrefbienfi, non habet Rex 
« gildum. Lxix folid. reftant de hoc hundredo ad perfolvendum.” 


Pp. 4. a. 
(q) Wilkins, p. 234. 


(r) The words e¢ i ool, fhould be rejected. 3 
In 
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In the Inquifitio Geldi for Devenefcira. «Et pro 1 hida @ 
«‘ clamant Fegadri fe debere habere per confuetudinem non habuit 
«Rex gildum fuum. In hundreto de Tantone Et pro 1 hida 
*< q*tenent et clamant Hundremanni per fuam confuetudinem non 
« habuit Rex gildum fuum.” Exeter MS. 315.a. There are the 


like cuftomary allowances of one hide to the Fegadri in moft of the 
hundreds. 


By means of thefe feveral exemptions the produce of this tax was 
in the time of the Conqueror greatly diminifhed. 

In Somerfetfhire out of 113 hides of land in Witeftane hundred, 
p- 1.a. Danegeld was anfwered to the crown for no more than 50 
hides. ——= Out of 104 hides in Camefham hundred, p. 1. b. for 
only 50 hides, In Devonfhire out of 25 hides in the hundred 
of Plintone, p. 316.a. it was paid only for g hides 1 virgate. ——~ 
In Dorfetfhire out of 34: hides in Pimpire hundred, p. 299. a. it 
was anfwered only for 13 hides. In Wiltthire out of 52 hides 
in Stapla hundred, p. 276. a. it was paid only for 14 hides and half 
a virgate. And in Cornwall out of 44 hides in Pantone hundred, 
Danegeld was anfwered for. only 8 hides. p. 305. a. 


The reétifying this abufe, and the additional hidage that might 
_reafonably be expected from the i improvements and increafe of arable 
lands fubfequent to the year 1013, were probably further reafons 
swith William the Conqueror for making his furvey. 


TV. 

‘Sir Henry Spelman, in his.Gloflary, p. 177. et.291. and in other 
places, fays, <‘ Mifit autem rex Gulielmus, ut authori mihi funt.Annales 
«« Waverlienfes MS. A°. 1083. regni 16. Quinque juftitiarios fuos per 
« ynamquamque Scyram, id eft, provinciam, Angliae, et inquirere fecit 
“¢ per jusjurandum quot hidae, id eft, jugera uni aratro fufficientia 
“ per annum effent in unaquaque villa, etc.” 

In the Annals.of Waverley, as publifhed by Dr. Gale, in the 
Scriptores Angl. vol. il.p. 133. the number of the juftices or com- 

miffioners is not inferted. It is probable however the commiffioners 
: or 
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or juftices, that fuperintended. this fervice in each county, was not 
lefs than the number mentioned by Sir Henry Spelman. 


The Liber Wigornienfis hath preferved the names of four of the 
perfons, who acted as commiffioners on this occafion in the county of 
Worcefter, and fome other counties ; they were ftyled Barones Regis, 
and fometimes Principes Regis. 


Hemingi Cartular. vol. i. p. 288. In treating of the hundred called 
Ofwaldes Lau, belonging to the bifhop of Worcefter, its cuftoms 
and privileges adds, that the truth of the account there given, 
‘«< Teftimonium totius comitatus Wireceaftre, dato facramento juris 
“‘jurandi, firmavit ——- tempore regis Willielmi fenioris, coram 
“ principibus ejufdem regis, Remigio {cilicet Lincolnienfi epifcopo, et 
“© Comite Waltero Giffardo, et Henrico de Fereris, et Adam fratre 
‘< Eudonis dapiferi regis, qui ad inquirendas et defcribendas pofieffiones 
“* et confuetudines tam regis quam principum fuorum, in hac pro- 
‘¢ yvincia et in pluribus aliis, ab ipfo rege deftinati funt, eo tempore 
*¢ quo Angliam idem rex defcribi fecit.” 

In the fame book, p. 75. An agreement made athe the bifhop 
of Worcefter, and the abbot of Evefham, is attefted by « Remigio 
«« epifcopo et Henrico de Fereris, et Waltero Giffardo, et Adam, regis 
“ principibus, gui venerant ad inquirendas terras comitatus. 


V. 


The jury, from whofe inquifitions Domefday-book was formed, 
were impanelled and fworn for each hundred feparately. The 
extracting and clafling the fubftance of their returns under the 
general heads of Terra Regis, and of this or that religious houfe, or 
great lord, or landholder, was a fubfequent work, collected out of 
the Returns after they were tran{mitted. 

Sir H. Spelman was of opinion that thefe Inquifitions, or, as he 
calls them, Comitatuum enarrationes, were all loft (7).. I: have 
neverthelefs the fatisfaction to inform the Society, that this is not 


(r) Codex legum Veterum, p. 292. 
: Lu fo: 
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fo: and that, in fearching for the Liber Elienfis, I have had the 
good fortune to difcover in the Cotton Library, a MS. copy of 
the Inquifition of the jury, containing their furvey for moft of the 
hundreds in Cambridgefhire. This MS. is written on vellum in 
double columns, and on both fides of the page. It is bound up 
with the Liber Elienfis, mentioned by Mr. Selden, in his preface 
to Eadmerus, and begins at p. 76. a. and ends at p. 113. b. It is 
written in a very fair but ancient character, not coeval with the 
Survey, but of about the time of Hen. II. It was given by Mr. 
Arthur Agard to Sir Robert Cotton, and is marked, Tiberius A. 
vi. 4. Your Lordfhip and the Society will be of opinion this ‘is a 
difcovery of importance, and what had efcaped the obfervation of 
Sir H. Spelman, Mr. Selden, and our other Antiquarians. 


A part of this valuable morfel of antiquity is already tranfcribed, 
and, in a few weeks, I hope to be able to communicate the whole 
of it to the Society. 


In the mean time, your Lordfhip will not be difpleafed with the 
following fpecimen, being a copy of this inquifition, fo far as it 
relates to the manor of Wimple, the eftate of an illuftrious mem- 
ber of this Society, the prefent Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain. 

«In hundreto de Werleia Winepola pro quatuor hidis fe 
« defendit tempore regis Edwardi et modo. Et de his quatuor hidis 
«« tenet comes Alanus duas hidas et dimidiam et dimidiam virgam. 
«« Tribus é eft ibi terra. Una é et due hide in dominio, et dimidia é 
“« noteft fieri; una ¢ et dimidia villanis. Duo villani, unus bordarius de 
“« quindecim acris, fex cotarii pratum dimid. Car, duo fervi, centum 
“ oves. Inter totum valet feptem libras, et quum recepit fex libras, 
“tempore Regis Edwardi, octo libras. Hanc terram tenuit Ediva 
«‘pulchra. Et de his quatuor hidis tenet Humfridus Danflevilla 
“‘ de Eudone Dapifer unam hidam et unam virgam et dimidiam, 
«« duabus carucis ibi eft terra. Ambae carucae in dominio. Unus 
« villanus, unus fervus pratum unius Car, filva ad fepes reficiendas, 
«« centum oves, fex porci, duo runcini, quatuor afini; inter totum valet 

“ centum 
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“ centum folidos, et quum recepit centum folidos, tempore regis 
«« Edwardi, centum et decem folidos. Hanc terram tenuit Comes 
«¢ Gurd.” Cotton MS. Tiberius A. vii 4. p. 109. b. col. 2. 

This paflage from the Cotton MS. eftablifhes a fact, in which Anti- 
quarians have not been agreed, i. e. how many virges made a hide; 
fince, if two hides and a half and half a virge, and one hide and a 
virge and a half were equal to four hides, as it appears by this 
inquifition they were, it follows, that two virges made half a hide, 
and confequently that four virges were, at the time of the Conqueror’s 
furvey, equal to a hide of arable land (s). 

The new lights this atid the Exeter MS. will throw upon Domef- 
day-book, and upon each other, and the great ufe they will be 
of in afcertaining the precife and exact quantity of many of the 
ancient meafures of land, hitherto efteemed incapable of being re- 
duced to any degree of certainty, I fhall referve for a future paper I 
intend to have the honor to fubmit to the Society. 


P.C. W. 


Great Queen-ftreet, 
2 March, 1756. 


(s) The like conclufion may be drawn from the Extra@ts, p. 23. from the 
Exeter MS. 


E 2 A. P-PLE Ne 
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ADDENDA 


ECT. 3. p. 5. Holingfhed, in his Chronicle, vol. i. p. 239. 
Av. 991. {peaking of the firft tribute of 10,000 1. paid to the 
Danes, fays, ‘‘ This money was called Danegylt, or Dane money, 
‘and was levyed of the people. Although others take that to bee 
« Danegylte, whiche was gyuen unto fuche Danes as king Egelred 
«< afterwardes reteyned in his. feruice to defende the lande from other 
«« Danes and enimyes that fought to inuade his dominions.” 


Dr. Brady, in his Treatife of Boroughs, appendix, page 8. de- 
{cribes Danegeld to be ** a ¢ax, or money paid, and zmpofed, and 
‘levied for defence of the nation againft the Danes, or rather an 
«annual fribute paid to them, that they might abfain from rapine, 
“ burning, and flaughter.” See alfo his hiftory of England, fol. 123. 


Mr. Echard, in his hiftory of England, book i. c. iv. p. gg. A’. 
1012. fays, ‘ It appears from the Saxon Jaws, that befides the pay- 
‘ment of 48,000]. it was this year refolved that a yearly payment 
“‘ fhould be made called Danegeld, that is, twelve pence upon every 
«« hide of land in the nation, for the fubfiftance of thofe who were 
«© to hinder the irruptions of the Danes and other pirates; which tax 
« continued for about thirty eight years, till it was remitted by 
«« Edward the Confeflor. So that there was two forts of Danegeld ; 
« the former thofe five occafional fums formerly recited; the latter 
« that continued tax laft mentioned. But both forts alike contributed 
« to the ends for which they were paid.” 

The Saxon law alluded to by Mr. Echard, is the law De Dane- | 
geldo, mentioned page 15. to be zuterpolated in the time of Hen. II. 
among thofe afcribed to Edward the Confeffor. | 

Sect. 5.p.8. Among the Anglo-Saxon laws of Ethelred, pub- 
lithed by Lambard in his Archaionomia, there is a treaty fuppofed to 

have 
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have been made by Ethelred with the Danith army commanded by 
Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund, the three Danith generals who in- 
vaded England, A°.991. The tribute of 22,0001. agreed to be 


paid to the Danes by this treaty is not reconcileable to what paffed at 
that period. . 


But if the treaty, printed by Mr. Lambard, be confidered not as 
that‘made in 991. but asa renewal in 1012. of what Ethelred pof- 
fibly promifed in gg1. but had not performed before ror2. it will 
account for the different commencements our hiftorians give to the. 
tax in queftion. 


Several expreflions in the treaty feem to countenance this opinion. 


«¢ Foedus, quod o/m Ethelredus rex cum exercitu Anlavi, Juttini, 
«et Guthmundi Stegeti filii ex faprentum fuorum confilio feriit. 


«1, Imprimis, mundanae pacis foedus Ethelredo regi ac omni 
‘¢ populo cum exercitu illo, cui pecuniam rex erogavit, ftabile ratum- 
“ que efto, ad formulam pactioms a Sigericio archiepifcopo, Aethel- 
<¢ yardo, et Aelfrico, fenatoribus factae, cum primo impetrarunt a rege 
< ut 2/i terrae portiunculae, quam fub eo gubernabant, pacem e7s pretio 
<< conciliare liceret. Siquis igitur pofthac navalis apparatus in Angliam 
< praedam fecerit, hic nobis auxilium ferat exercitus, nofque ¢ 
« (quamdiu in fide manferit) quae ad commeatum fuppeditent para- 
<< bimus omnia: atque ficum iis qui in Anglia fuerint praedati pacem. 
«c fecerit, extera natio aliqua nobis atque exercitui cum ea inimicitiae 
« intercedunto.” 


8. Datis quidem exercitui auri et argenti viginti duobus 
-«¢ millibus pondo, pacem Angli impetrarunt.” 


The reference to the formula of the peace’made by the archbifhop,. 
Aethelwald, and Aelftic [which was concluded A®. 991.] feems to 
imply that this treaty was made /ib/equent to that time. The firft 
article begins with a renewal of peace between the Danes and the 
Englith. It fpeaks of the tranfaction [which happened in 991.] 
as a thing paffed, the terms of which, Ethelred efteemed fo very 
difhonourable, that he recites it not as a treaty he had entered into 

himelf,, 
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_ bimfelf, but as a licence granted by him to the archbishop and the ~ 
other two lords, to make peace with the Danes for protecting their 
own particular eftates. « Ad formulam pactionis a Sigericio | 
** archiepifcopo, Aethelwardo et Aelfrico facta, cum primo impe- 
“ trarunt a rege, ut z//7 terrae portiunculae, quam. fub eo guberna- 
«¢ bant, pacem els pretio conciliare liceret.” 


Ethelred, by the words of this part of the treaty, intended pro- 
bably to have it underftood, that Siricus and his collegues made the 
treaty of ggt. except as to what concerned their own particular 
eftates, without his authority : The next expreffion, “¢ quamdiu 
“in fide manéerit,” appears to allude to the Danes breach of . 
treaties fubfequent to the year ggt. 


The Latin tranflations of this treaty, in Brompton and Wilkins, 
differ materially in feveral particulars from each other, and from that 
publithed by Lambard. By comparing them together, and with the 
Saxon original, the Society will determine whether my conjectures 
are well founded or not. 

Diy pynd Sa pip mal. 7 Sa foppono Se Hpelned Lyng. 
‘jealle hiy pcan pr} Sone hepe Zevon habbap. Se Anlay. 7 
Jupcin. 3 Gupmund Scegetan punu mio pepon:: 


1. Det xpore. > ponulo ppd peande becpeoxe EpelneoeLyning. 
‘y eallum hip leooycipe.’ J callum Gx2m hene Ge ye Lyng } ¢eoh 
yealoe. even Sem popmalan SeSigepicApcebiycop. 7 Lhelpeand 
Ealoonman. ‘J £l¢enic Caloonman pophton. Sa hi abeoon et pam 
Cynze } hy. moycon Sam leppan ynyp gebicyean. Se hi unodep 
Eynger hand orep hepoon:: Jy S1¢ eng pciphene on Englalanoe 
hepzie. } pe hebban heopa ealpa rulcum. 7 pe him pculon meve 
yinoan. Sahpile Se hy mio uy beop: And elec Szxna lanoa Ge 
enigne ypipige Sena Se Englalano henge. beo hic uclah pip ur. 
‘y pip ealne hene:. 

8. Tpa ‘J tpentig Surend punoa goloer. ‘J yeolgner. 
mon Zerealoe Sem hene of Anglalande i ppipe:: Wilkins, 
p- 104, 105. 

4 Brompton’s 
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Brompton’s tranflation. ‘‘ Haec funt verba pacis et praelocutiones, 
“«« quas Ethelredus rex et omnes fapientes ejus cum exercitu firmave- 
“runt, qui cum Analavo, et Juftino, et Gudaermundo Stegiani filio 
“¢ venit. | 


«« . Hoc imprimis, ut pax mundi ftet inter Ethelredum regem et 
omnem populum ejus, et omnem exercitum cui rex pecuniam fuam 
*¢ dedit, poft elocutiones quas Sigericus Archiepifcopus et Ethelredus 
«© Aldermannus, et Ealfricus Aldermannus fecerunt, poftquam im- 
“ petraverunta rege quod poffent illis portiunculae pacem emere quam. 


© fub manu regis femper habebant. Si navalis exercitus Angliam 


“ infeftet, ut habeamus eorum omne auxilium, et miniftrabimus eis 
«« vidtum quamdiu nobifcum erunt. Et omnis terra quae aliquem 
“ eorum manuteneat qui Angliam inquietant, fit exlex apud nos et 
« omnem exercitum.” 


8, ——-Viginti millia librarum auri et argenti data fuerunt ex- 
“ ercitui de Anglia pro pace(a).”. nom 
Dr. Wilkins’s tranflation. “ Hoc eft foedus et paétum, quod 


« Aethelredus rex et Sapientes cum exercitu illo fecerunt, qui cum 
«¢ Anlavo et Juftino et Guthmundo Stegetani filio erant. 


«© 1, Primum, ut mundana pax confiftat inter Aethelredum regem 
“et omnem ejus populum, et exercitum illum omnem ‘cui rex 
pecuniam dedit poft pactiones quas Sigericus archiepifcopus et 
Aethelweardus et Aelfricus fenatores fecerunt, cum impetrarent a 
rege, ut poffent pacem emere illi parti terrae, quam fub regis im- 
perio gubernabant. Ft fi quis navalis exercitus Angliam infeftaret, 
ut habeamus eorum omnium auxilium, et nos ei debeamus alimenta 
“‘ parare quamdiu nobifcum eft. Et quaelibet regio, quae pacem 
<< aliquam feriat cum jis qui Angliam infeftant, fit exlex apud nos et 
apud totum exercitum. 


« 3. XXII millia librarum auri et argenti data funt exercitui 


Anglico pro pace ().” 
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(a) Brompton, inter Decem Scriptores, vol. i. p. 899. 
(4) Wilkins Leges Angl. Saxon. p. 104. 
é Each 


32 ADDENDA. 


Each of thefe three tranflations appear to be incorrect in many 
particulars. 


Se&t. 9. and1o. p. 14. Peter Langtoft, A°. 1013. p. 44. thus 
defcribes the diftrefles occafioned by this tax. 


Mow comes Suane eft ageyn with Crifte’s maiffon, 
pe fond left to talfaye fo mykelle on fh a toun, 
pat nofper erie no faran of alle per heritage 
Wyght not tyue per an, to wif per taltage. 
And page 54. 
Dardeknout of charge be fond tr (uit treuwage, 
pat nother erie no barone mygbt lyue for taltage. 
Peter Langtoft, in his Chronicle; p. 57. fays, this tax was abolithed 
by Edward the Confeffor, in confequence of a treaty made between 
him and the king of Denmark. 


€ft Suane, pe Danes kyng, his land dit unverfonge, 
& eft untiile Coward Suane fent ageyn, 

& prated him biter pam pe pes wer certeyn, 

Enward him granted, opon futik a ttle, 

pat neuer be Dangilde for ne noi of bile, 

Suid he chalengen for man of Danes tond, 

@ Suane, tyng of Danmark, to pat conant him bond. 
pus was pe pes granted with Ckrite on bope fines, 

¢ be Danes gitde forgyucn, pat neuer eft bitines. 


Sect. 13. p.19. Reg. prioratus de Dunftaple, p. 97. A®. 1220. 
«“Eodem anno menfe Septembri pofitum eft Caruagium per totum 
‘““ regnum ad opus domini regis. A quo archiepifcopi et epifcopi, et 
«< omnes clerici, et omnes viri religiofi et eorum ruftict quieti fuerunt, 
«« Verumtamen epifcopi per fuas diocefes collegerunt auxilium ad. 
«< opus domini regis ab abbatibus et prioribus, per liberam voluntatem 
““eorum: et tunc domus de Dunftaple folvit tres marcas.” 


Eodem anno [1224.] p. 145. ‘ Rex obfedit Bedfordiam, in cujus 


‘¢ auxilium venit Cantuarienfis archiepifcopus cum epifcopis et abbati- - 


“ bus 
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“bus fuffraganeis: et infuper conceflerunt ei caruagium, {cilicet 
« dimidiam marcam de fingulis carucis dominicis, et duos folidos de 
*« fingulis carucis tenentium fuorum ; et duos operarios de fingulis 
«* hydis ad machinas exercendas. Sed, ne hoc traheretur alias in 
“« fervitutem, dominus rex fecit eis cartas de futuri temporis immu- 
“ nitate.” Vide Rot. Pat. 8 Hen. III. Auxilium regi conceflum per 
clerum Anglie contra. Fulk de Breaunt inimicum fuum, qui Caftrum 
de Bedford contra regem muniri fecit. 7. 3. 
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( 35) 
ERRATA and ADDENDA. 
Pp AGE tr. the laft line but 3. dele Gale, and infert Agard. 


1. Mr. Arthur Agard, from an entry in the book of Dunftaple (a, 
fuppofes the number of hides to be much lefs, than what Mr. Tate, 
Sir Henry Spelman, and Mr. Camden mention. The numbers in 
the book of Dunftaple are not to be relied upon. To mention 
one only of many reafons that occur in fupport of that opinion, 
they ftate the number of hides in the whole divifion of Danelaga, 
which comprehends eighteen of the 32 fhires, to be only 3200, 
which mutt be greatly‘too low. The author, however, thought it 
unneceflary to enter further, than he had done, into that fubje&t at 
prefent; as from the perufal of the Domefday record, the exact 
number of hides may with. precifion be afcertained. 


_ 2. An additional evidence that the ji? payments to the Danes 
were only occafonal, and not annual, or raifed by the annual land- 
tax properly called Danegeld on the fubje@, may be colleéted from 
a charter of Ethelred to the abbey of St. Alban’s, dated A». 1006. 
printed in the additions to Matth. Paris, p. 242. which mentions 
that Ethelred borrowed 2001. of abbot Leoffic,:on a mortgage of 
lands towards raifing money to pay the Danes [‘ Quando illud grave 
* vectigal Danis exfolvebamus.”] Ingulphus, p. 55. and other 
writers have paflages of the like tendency. 


_. 3. Mr. Prynn, and Mr. Lambard, have adopted the miftake, that 
thefe firft payments were /fated and. annual, 


Mr. Prynn, in his Vindication, Vol. i. p. 292. fays, « Ethelred 
“ purchafed his peace with the Danes, by an. annual tribute of 
“« Danegeld, augmented by degrees, from 10,000 to 48,000 |. a 
“« year, and that by the ill counfel of Siricus.” 


_ (4) Hearne’s Colle&tion of Curious Difcourfes, p, a2: and Append. Regift: 
Honoris de Richmond, p. g. . 


7) It 
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It appears from Steph. Birchington’s lift of the archbifhops of 


Canterbury, publifhed in Wharton, Anglia Sacra, Vol. i. p. 4. that 
Siricus, from this tranfaction, obtained the furname of Danegeld. 


Mr. Lambard, in his Perambulation of Kent, P- 135. varies in 
the account, but as to this point is as much miftaken as Mr. Prynn. 
He fays, ‘‘ Ethelred charged his people with importable tributes ; 
“‘ that he firft gave the Danes, at five feveral payes, 113,000 1. and 
“afterwards promifed them 48,000 1. yearly.” And p. 431. he fays, 
«¢ The Danes received, befides daily victual, 48,0001. in ready coin, 
“of the fubjects of this realm, while their king Swein lived; and 
« 21,0001. after his death, under his fon Canutus.” 


4. Leland, in his Colletanea, Vol. i. hath two paflages which 
have conduced’ to propagate this miftake, p. 260. “«« Siricus 
‘« archiepifcopus Cantuar. qui Dunftano fucceffit, autor fuit ut vectigal 
<< annuum decem mil. librarum Danis penderetur.” 


Pola « Tributum, quod Angli Danis annuatim dabant, 
“auctum ad feptuaginta duo millia librarum, et eo amplius, per 
‘* annum (b), et fine hoc quod de Londonia dabatur, undecim millia 
“ Jibrarum. Tunc qui habuerunt ad tantum tributum folvendum, da- 
«‘ bant. Qui non habuerunt, terras et poffeffiones et alias res irrecupe- 
*¢ rabiliter perdiderunt. Unde factum eft ut Ecclefia de Burch, et 
*¢ aliae multae, multa perdiderint.” 


Page 29. of the Addenda, dele the word ulaf, and the word 
three. | 

5. The-¢tle of the treaty, mentioned in the Addenda, p. 29. 
appears to be miftaken, and affords a further objection againft the 
treaty itfelf. The army of Danes that made the defcent in ggr. 
when this treaty is fuppofed to be concluded, by the advice of 
Siricus, Ethelward, and Alfric, was commanded by Juftin and 
Guthmund, two Danifh generals; and not by Ax/af, who was king 
of Norway. Anlaf’s defcent was not till A*. 993. and 994. as the 


(4) Vide Hugonis Candidi Coenobii Burgenfis Hiftoria, p. 41. from whence 
ieland tranfcribed this paflage. 
I Saxon 
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Saxon Chronicle, and all our hiftorians agree. This fact is not 
recoricileable with the treaty, which is fuppofed to be made with 
an army commanded jointly by Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund. 


6. The Saxon Chronicle is miftaken with refpect to this period 
« A°.ggt. p. 126. (without naming Juftin or Guthmund, or faying 
«< who commanded the Danifh army) hoc anno devaftabatur Gip- 
“* piwic, et brevi poftea fuit Brihtnothus dux interfectus apud Mael- 
<< dune.” A®.993. p. 127. “* Hoc anno venit Unlafus cum xcri1 
<‘ navibus ad Stane inde ad Maeldune, ubi adverfum eos venit 
«¢ Byrthnothus dux cum fuis copiis, cumque iis depugnabat ; verum 
“ ducem iftum ibi interfecerunt, et loco ftragis dominati funt, 
“ paxque cum iis facta eft, ac eum poftea rex in confecratione 
* fufcepit, etc.” 


Tt is not pretended that there were two battles fought at Mael- 
dune, one in ggt. the other in 993. or that the Brihtnothus men- 


tioned A°. ggi. and the Byrthnothus mentioned A®. 993. are not 


the fame perfon. It appears, therefore, difficult to account how a 


-perfon killed in 991. could fight and be killed again in 993. 


g. Alured of Beverley, in his Annals, defcribes the unhappy 
fituation England was in during the reign of king Ethelred in the 
following words : 


“* Quo regnante [Agelredo] tocius Angliae ftatus quam variabilis 
«‘tam miferabilis extitit. Siquidem Dani, Norwegenfes, atque aliae 
“ exterae naciones, qui 4 tempore gloriofi regis Adelftani, ufque ad 
<< tempus iftius Agelredi per annos circiter L. ab Anglia abftinuerant, 
«< regnante eo reverfi, totam fere Angliam in defolacionem adduxerunt. 


_« Adverfus quos quociens rex Agelredus dimicaturus erat, tociens 


« Angli aut ducum fuorum, qui ex paterno genere Dani erant, dolis 
«© circumventi, aut aliquo infortunio impediti, hoftibus viCtoriam 
««dederunt. Unde rex Agelredus quos ferro nequibat, eos argento 
«« repellere temptavit. Confilio enim Sirici Doroborenfis archiepifcopi, 
“¢ et ducum Angliae, ut 4 rapinis, cremacionibus, et hominum caedibus 
«« abftinerent, rex Agelredus cum Danis tributa reddendo foedera pacis 
“init. Sed ipfi Danica perfidia pejora prioribus addentes, condiciones 

s¢ pacts 
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“ pacis femper praevaricati funt. Primo tributum x millium librarurn 
*< perfolutum eft. Secundo xvi millium librarum. 111. xx1I11 mil- 
« Jium librarum, 1111. xxxvi millium librarum. quinto xLtv111 mil- 
‘lium librarum. Summa centum xxx111 millium librarum. Et 
“cum tanta pecunia effet perfoluta, Dani aliquantifper quiefcentes 
‘ ftimulante avaricia rurfus ad regni vaftacionem reverfi funt. Jam 
“‘ vero per ommes provincias agris vaftatis, villis praedatis, civitatibus 
“* crematis, ecclefiis {poliatis, clericorum et monachorum. aliis ferro 
“ jugulatis, aliis fammis confumptis, aliis de muris praecipitatis, aliis 
*¢ fufpenfis, matronis cruribus per plateas diftractis, et demum ignibus 
“¢ injectis parvulis 4 matrum uberibus avulfis, aut lanceis exceptis, aut 
«¢ fuperacto carro minutatim contritis, Sancto eciam Alfego archiepif~ 
“‘ copo martirizato, et monachis fuis cum populo decimatim occifis, 
« quorum fumma fuit 1111 monachi (c) et oftingenti viri, ad ultimum 
“ tota fere Anglia praeter Lundonias, ubi rex Agelredus morabatur, 
«¢ Danorum regi Suano manus dedit. Ipfi vero Lundonienfes obfides 
«< illi mittentes pacem cum eo fecerunt. Quod cernens rex Ageldredus 
“ reginam Emmam, filiam ducis Normannorum Ricardi primi, ad 
‘ fratrem fuum fecundum Ricardum comitem Normannorum mifit, 
« etcum ea filios fuos Edwardum et Alueredum cum magiftro illorum 
« Lundonienfi epifcopo Alwino, et Elifio abbate de Burch mifit. 
‘“Tpfe eciam eos fecutus Normanniam advehitur.” Aluredi Beverla= 


cenfis Annal. lib. vin. p. 114. 


al 
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(c) Lege Mille, 
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Two INSCRIPTIONS, 


In the GREEK and LA TIN ToncueEs. 


Difcovered in the Year 1732, 
NEAR 
HERACLEA, in the Bay of TARENTUM, 
in MAGNA GRAECIA: 


By PHILIP CARTERET ;,WEBB Efquire, Fettow of the 
Royat and ANTIQUARIAN SocieTIEs of Lonpon. 


Read at a Meeting of the SocreTy of ANTIQUARIES of Lonpon, 
the 13 December 1759; and ordered to be printed. 


LONDON, 
Printed in the Year MDCCLX. 
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My Lord Wittoucusy of Parham, 


HE Society, with their ufual candour, will, I hope, forgive 
my trefpafling on their time, for a few minutes. 


The Commentaries of Mazochius (¢) upon two large Tables 
of Copper difcovered in the kingdom of Naples, in the year 1732, 
near Heraclea a town of Magna Graecia, which this Society received 
the 8 November 1759, from Don Francifco Valetta, Secretary fo the 
“Society for illuftrating the Antiquities found at Herculaneum, merit the 
Society’s ferious attention : and we are greatly indebted to Mr. Valetta 
and Mr. Hollis, two of our body, by whofe means this very valuable 
prefent was conveyed to the Society. 


The refpectable antiquity of the Tables, and the importance of the In- 
fcriptions upon them which are the obje€t of Mazochius’s work, intitle 
them to the firft place among any Greek or Roman antiquities of 
this kind hitherto difcovered. 


The firft and moft important of the Tables, is broken into two ; 
the firf piece of which is in England, the other is at Naples, 
It contains on one fide a Greek Infcription, relating to lands facred to 
Bacchus; on the other fide is a Latin Infcription, containing part of 
a pandect or digeft of Roman municipal laws, 


(a) In folio, in two parts, containing 600 pages, befides the plates. Printed at Na- 
ples, in 1754 and 1755,” and publifhed in September 1758. 
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The fecond Table, which is at Naples, is engraved on one fide 
only, and contains a Greek Infcription relating to lands belong-_ 
ing to the temple of Minerva, nearly of the fame antiquity with the 
firft. This Infcription is imperfect, the Table being mutilated, and 
broken off at the lower end. 


_ Mazochius in this work, hath in feveral plates, given exact copies of 
the Greek and Latin Infcriptions of that part of thefe Tables which is 
at Naples, made with furprifing care and exactnefs(b). The Poffeffor 
of the Britifh Table wifhes Mazochius had had the like opportunity 
of copying, with the fame exactnefs, that part which is in Britain. 


Both thefe Tables were difcovered in the year 1732, near Hera- 
clea in the Bay of Tarentum, in the Magna Graecia. The firft 
part of the firft Table, foon after its being difcovered, was carried to 
Rome, and purchafed there at a great price [caro emptum (¢)] by 
Francifcus Ficoronius, a celebrated Antiquarian of that country. In 
1735, it was brought dy an Itakan into England, and fold ¢here by 
him, to Brian Fairfax Efquire, a commiffioner of the cuftoms, a 
lover of antiquities, and Fellow of this learned Society (d); foon after 
“his death, it was purchafed, by me, of his executors. 


Mr. Mattaire, in the year 1736, publifhed the Greek and La- 
tin Infcriptions on Mr. Fairfax’s Table, accompanied with a. Com- 
mentary purely grammatical, which, it muft be confeffed, does 
no greater honour to the Table, than to the Grammarian. 


Mattaire, in his preface to the Reader, fays he had engraved a few 
Lines of each Infcription. ‘* Ex quo {pecimine /iterarum figura et pro- 
‘© portio facilius aeftimetur.” Upon comparing Mattaire’s Plate with the . 
Table, it appears, the fize or proportion of the letters are not obferved, 
and their form often miftaken. I have therefore, for the fatisfaction of 
the curious, in the annexed plates N°. 1 and N°. 2, exhibited a fac- 
fimile copy of a few of the firft lines of both In{fcriptions, of the ex- 
aét fize and form with the original. 

(2) Mazoch. Prolog. c. v, vi. p. 5, 6. (¢) Mazoch. p. 4: 

(d) Mazochius, p. 3, fays, Mr. Fairfax bought it in Italy, and, on his return to 
England, carried it thither ——Mr. Fairfax never was in Italy. 

. In 
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In 1738, Francifcus Carolus Conradus a Civilian, republithed thefe 
Infcriptions at Helmftad, with a long Commentary on the Roman 
Infcription. —— Scipio Maffeius foon after publifhed it in the third 
Tome of his Odfervation. Literar. and in 1740, the learned 
Muratorius inferted an Exemplar of both the Latin and Greek In- 
{criptions, which he had obtained from Ficoronius while the Table 
was in his pofleffion, in the Tomus Alter of his Thefaurus Inferip- 
tionum, p. 582 (e). 


The Greek and Roman Infcriptions on fuch of the Tables as are 
at Naples, are now fir/ correctly publifhed by Mazochius, in the work 
which is fo often commended in the prefent paper. ‘The Neapolitan 
Tables were about the year 1748, purchafed by his excellency Carolus 
Guevara, late minifter of the king of Naples at the court of Portu- 
gal: Mr. Guevara with the affiftance of Mazochius, and with an 
application as remarkable as laudable, made an exact and fac-/imile 
copy of both the Neapolitan Tables. ‘* Quovis depofito pignore decer- 
“ tamus, nufquam aliter, quam quo modo in impreffis prelo tabulis 
“‘ exhibetur, in aere fcriptum, idque non modo litera fed ne apice mi- 
“nus” (f). Mr. Guevara afterwards prefented the original Tables to 
the king of Naples, in whofe collection they are now depofited, 
among the antiquities difcovered in Herculaneum. 


The thicknefs of the Tables at Naples is about one third of an 
inch, the breadth 15 inches (¢). 


Mattaire in the preface to his Reader, by an inattention not eafy to 
be accounted for, fays, Mr. Fairfax’s Table was near an inch thick, 
and one foot and an half, i.e. 18 inches wzde. His words are 
«« ‘Tabulam ex aere, (fi recte conjicio) Corinthio, (which is a miftake, 
‘it being of fine copper) Pollicis fere crafitudine, longitudine pedum 
“© duorum et dimidit, unius et dimidit latitudine.” Whereas its exaét 
length is one foot, eleven inches and 3, and its thicknefs and breadth © 


(e) Mazoch. p. 4. (f) Mazoch. p. 5, 6, 7. 

(g) Mazochius, p. 2, fays, the Neapolitan Table, of which the Britifh is a part, 
is one Neapolitan palm, and fomething more than five inches ye he and about one © 
third of an inch thick. 
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are exactly the fame, as the thicknefs and breadth of the Table at. 
Naples (4). | 


This ftrange mifreprefentation of the thicknefs and breadth of the 
Britifb Table, fo different from that of the Neapolitan, of which Ma- 
-gochius, from internal evidence, was convinced it was originally a 
part, neceflarily put the learned Neapolitan under very great difficulties. 


He at firft ( p. 166. note 2.) endeavoured to account for this dif- 
ference from the different growth of metals, vegetatione metallorum, 
and therefore fuppofes, that the diferent parts of the fir Table, 
having for fo many ages laid buried in ftrata of diferent qualities, 
“ diverfimode vegeta, eaque gratia nunc demum non pofle con- 
<< gruere.” Not fatisfied with this philofophy, he, with more pro- 
priety, fufpected that Mattaire’s defcription might not be correct; 
and therefore calls upon the Englifh Antiquarians to compare their 
Table with the account he had given of thofe at Naples, and to 
communicate the refult of that comparifon to the Literati at Na- 
ples. «« Verum cum quas Tabulas hic aere expreffas habes, eae ne /a- 
tum quidem capillum a modulis iphus monumenti differant (nifi quan- 
tulum ex chartae madefactae primum, deinde exficcatae, vicibus acci- 
dere variationis potuit) éerum Britannis eruditiffimis erit, excuffum 
Tabulae exemplum, quod hic repraefentavimus, cum aere {uo comparare, 
ac pro fua humanitate, ecquid deprehenfum fuerit, Neapolim muntia- 
re’ (7). This requeft I have endeavoured to comply with. 


The Letters of the Greek Infcription, and feveral of the Ro- 
man are of that kind which Antiquarians call Gemmatae ; they ap- 
pear thicker or deeper at each end, than in the intermediate parts, 
owing to the manner in which they were cut or engraved, i, e. by 
firft making a large dott at the extreme parts of the letter, and 


(b) The exact breadth of the Neapolitan Table is afcertained by the breadth of 
Mazoch. Tab. I. Seg. 1, 25 3- p- 252. So that after the care Mazochius mentions, 
p. 166, to have been ufed in taking off the exemplar of the Neapolitan Table, there 
cannot remain the leaft doubt of both parts of the Table being of the fame breadth, 
This makes it unneceflary to reduce the Roman or Neapolitan palm to the foot of 
Great Britain, which might be liable to miftake and uncertainty, 

(i) Mazoch. p, 166, n. (2). 


then 
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then joining thofe dotts by a line, not fo deep, with the help of a 
{traight ruler. Inftances of this fort of letters occur frequently 
on the coins of Philip of Macedon, and fome of the Syrian and 
Aegyptian kings (4). The care and accuracy of the engraver of the 
Greek Infcriptions is fo remarkable, ‘ut rato. et vix tiquam fcul- — 
ptoris viriculum quam leviffime ab orthographia aberraverit.”. The 
fame cannot be faid of the Latin ri aes which abounds with the en- 
graver's miftakes (/). 


The aera or date of the Greek Infcriptions on thefe Tables, 
Mazochius, by a deduction which appears to be conclufive, afcertains 
to be about the 430" year of Rome; i, e. more than 300 years before 
the birth of Chrift (m). This gives an antiquity to the Greek In- 
{cription of more than 2060 years. The date of the Roman In- 
{cription he fixes to be near about the time of pafling the Plotian or 
Fulian law, a period very interefting to the Roman Colonies: this 
was about the year of Rome 663, or 665, fomething more than 80 
years before the Chriftan aera (7). 


The form of feveral of the Greek characters on both Tables, - 
is fingular and unufual; ditfering remarkably from the moft an- 
cient Greek. characters hitherto difcovered: the two letters 
or ©, Mazochius fays, do not occur in any other ancient In- 
fcription, fave that the afpirate k is to be feen on an an- 
cient vafe of Terra Cotta, in the collection of Felix Maftril- 
lus, a man of quality at Nola, and on fome coins of Heraclea, 
and other Greek colonies, fituated on each fide of the coaft of 


Italy (0). 


Mazochius (in a plate inferted p. 124.) hath exhibited the figures 
and fhape of fuch of the letters in thefe Infcriptions, as differ from 
other ancient or modern Greek letters: a copy of this, for the fatis- 
faction of perfons who may not have an opportunity to perufe Mazo- 
chius’s work, I have annexed in the Plate N°. 3. 

(4) Mazoch. p. 123. (1) Mazoch. p. 136. 

(m) Mazoch. p. 133, 134. (n) Mazoch. p. 382. and p. 488, to 493- 

(0) Mazoch. p. 7. and p. 122. § 2. and p. 126, to p. 130. and p. 112. note (82.) 


The 
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The Greek Infcription of this Table is in the Doric diale&t, and 
gives an account of the dimenfions, menfurations, and terms of leafing, 
of a large territory of land belonging tothe god Dionyfius, or Bac- 
chus, part of which had been encroached upon and taken from the 
temple, by private perfons; which, by means of this furvey and ad- 
meafurement, was recovered back. The Infcription on the other 
Table, which, by the names of the public officers, appears to be of 
nearly the fame antiquity, is of the fame nature, relative to lands 


the property of the temple of Minerva — (p). 


I fhould intrude too much on the Society’s time, were I to attempt 
to enumerate the many new and furprifing helps thefe Infcriptions 
furnifh for explaining the Grecian antiquity; the difcovery of new 
towns, the forms of new letters, new words and terms of art, 
the names of office of new magiftrates, are only a few among many 
other interefting particulars, which a careful infpection of thefe Greek 
Infcriptions and Mazochius’s learned commentary will afford to the 


curious (7). 


The Latin Infcription on the back of the firft Table appears to be 
a part of a pandedct or collection of the Laws, by which the mu- 
nicipals, or Romans who lived out of Rome, governed theméfelves ; 
it is not complete: The reft of the pandect was probably contained 


in fome other Tables not yet difcovered. 


All the ancient Tables or Laminae of laws, that have been dif- 
covered before the prefent, are, in their nature, confined to one /ngle 
daw each; and Mazochius with great reafon afferts, that this Table, 
which contains a part of the pandect of the municipal law, affords 
more real lights to the knowledge of antiquities than can be collect- 
ed from all the Tables of Roman laws publifhed by Sigonius, or any 
that have followed him (rv). Of this, in the courfe of his commentary, 
he has given the moft ample and interefting proofs, which juftifies 
the veneration and opinion Mazochius, in feveral parts of his work, 


{p) Mazoch. p. 140, 141. (¢) Mazoch. p. 141. (7) Mazoch: p. 290, 291. 
expreffes 
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exprefles for thefe Tables; that they are, auro contra non cara, & 
eer principe potentifimo digna (5). 


Mr. Guevara upon his becoming poffefled of the Neapolitan Ta- 
bles, was defirous of adding the Briti/h Table to them; and with that 


view, in the year 1753, he propofed to the prefent poffeffor to pur-. 
chafe it. This propofition was not then complyed with, the prefent pro- 


prietor intending that this venerable remain of remote antiquity fhould 
never go out of Great Britain; he however then offered to let an exact 
or fac-fimile exemplar be taken of it, in order that it might be pub- 
lifhed with the others at Naples. ‘The not attending to this offer ren- 
ders the work of Mazochius lefs complete and perfect than it might 
have been, if an accurate copy of the Infcriptions on the Britifh Ta- 
ble, 22 the original characters, had been inferted in it. 


It appearing, from what Mazochius mentions p. 166. and p. 385. 
that he was poffefled of an apograph of the Britifh Table, I expected to 
have found it engraved among his other plates, and fufpected it’s not 
being in the copy fent to the Society might be the error of the binder ; 
Mazochius’s words are, ** Specimen /cripturae antiquae a Mattaire exhibi- 
tum praetermifi, quippe lectori /upervacaneum; cui integras Tabulas 
Heracleenfes quam exactiflime ad aera autograpba, in aes incifas, fuzs fin- 
gulis locis contemplari licebit” (¢). But whatever Mazochius might, in 
1753 or 1754 (when he wrote the paffage laft quoted, and about which 
time the offer for purchafing the Britifh Table was making) intend 
or hope to do with refpect to the publifhing an exact copy of the In- 
{criptions on that Table; it appears, from the bookfeller’s advertife- 
ment relating to Mazochius’s work, publifhed in Sept. 1758, that the 
eight large plates inferted in the work, contained copies of the Neapo- 
litan Tables only .‘¢ Idem opus ‘Tabulis pluribus in aere incifis inftrui- 
“ tur: Inter has vero illae o¢fo maximae tabulae quae aera ipfa, a fum- 


(s) Mazoch. p. 5. § 11. I had omitted, in the defcription of the Tables, their 
weight.—The Britifh Table weighs 57 Roman pounds, the Neapolitan part of the 
fame Table weighs 112 Roman pounds, and the /econd Neapolitan Table weighs 107 
Roman pounds. Mazoch. p. 4. 

(t) Mazoch. p. 144. 


ce mo 


= 
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«mo ad imum pari prorfus literarum dimenfione formaque, ad vivum 
«¢ exhibent, quantilibet pretii funt.” Now the ezght large plates, 
which are of the fame breadth as the Tables, relate only to thofe 
Tables that are at Naples. 


But fince Mr. Guevara’s Tables came into the royal Neapolitan 
collection, his Neapolitan majefty now king of Spain, having ex- 
preffed to his excellency Sir James Gray, his Britannic majefty’s envoy 
and minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Naples, a defire of add- 
ing the Britifh Table to the others in his collection ; the prefent poffeffor 
thought 2¢ ot decent for him, whatever regard and affection he had for 
this Table, to refufe to comply with the wifhes of fo great a prince, 
and fo eminent a patron and encourager of the liberal arts; to whom 
literature, and particularly thofe who cultivate the ftudy of antiqui- 
ties are fo greatly and effentially indebted. I therefore in September 
loft, by the intervention of S7zr ‘fames Gray, made an offer of prefent- 
ing the Britifh Table to his Neapolitan majefty, now king of Spain; 


‘into whofe poffeffion it will be very foon delivered (z). 


Your Lordfhip, and the Society, over which you with fo much 
honour prefide, will pardon the length of this paper; the fingula- 
rity and importance of the fubje@t, and the extreme {carcity of Ma- 
zochius’s book, will, I flatter myfelf, plead my excufe. 


| Puitie CarTEReET WEBB. 
Great QuEEN STREET, 
6 December, 1759. 


(x) El Duque de Lofada having, in a letter from Zaragofla, dated 15 November 
1759, fignified his Catholic majefty’s royal acceptance of the Table, it was on the 
12th March, 1760, delivered to the Neapolitan minifter in London, in order to its 
being fent to Naples, to be depofited in the king’s royal collection of antiquities there. 
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T HE 
LATIN INSCRIPTION. 


S'O NTE 


COPPER TABLE, 


Difcovered in the Year E752, 


NEAR 
HERACLEA, in the Bay of TARENTUM, 
in MAGNA GRAECIA, 


And publifhed, by MAZOCHIUS, at Napres, in the year 1758, 


More particularly CoNsIDERED and ILLUSTRATED. 


eed 


By J}O-HN PLE T TING A-L,. D.-D. 


Read at a Meeting of the Sociery of ANTIQUARIES of Lonpon, 
the ift of May 1760; and ordered to be printed. 


LONDON, PRINTED MDCC LX. 
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Lord WiL.Loucusy, of Parham, 


N Account of a Copper Table, containing two Infcriptions, one 

Greek, the other Latin, difcovered in 1732, near Heraclea, in 

the Bay of Tarentum, publifhed by our learned Member Mr. Webb, 

falling into my hands, I was in hopes to have found in it, among the 

other circumftances, relating to the materials, weight, dimenfions, . 

&c. of the Table itfelf, a critical and hiftorical explication of the In- 
fcriptions, either by Mazochius or Mr. Webb. 


But, as there are only fome general words, relative to this purpofe, 
mentioned out of Mazochius, I would, with the favour of your 
Lordfhip, and the indulgence of the Society, enter into a more parti- 
cular confideration of the Latin Infcription only, endeavour to fhew 
the occafion and import of the law therein contained, and illuftrate 
it by a paflage in Cicero; with an obfervation or two on the date 
and Stile of it, and on the character of a remarkable figle made ufe 
of init, rarely, if ever, to be found elfewhere. Upon: each of thefe 
articles, I fhall be very fhort. 


‘The words of the Infcription are to be read thus. 


Quem hac Lege ad Confulem profiteri oportebit, fi is quum 
eum profiteri oportebit, Romae non erit, tum qui ejus negotia 
curabit, is eadem omnia, quae eum,. cujus negotia curabit, fi 
Romae effet, hac Lege profiteri oportebit, item iifdemque diebus 
ad Confulem profitemino. 


Quem hac Lege ad. Confulem: profiteri oportebit, fi is pu- 
pillus five ea VQ [pupilla] erit, tum qui ejus pupilli Vive: 
[pupillaeve] tutor erit, item eademque omnia in iifdem diebus 
ad Confulem profitemino ita uti ea quae quibufque diebus eum 
eamve fi. pupillus V‘lve [pupillave] non eft, hac lege profiteri: 
oporteret.. 


This 


[~ 4a] 


This.is a fragment of a Law, enacted by Sylvanus and Carbo, Tri- 
bunes of the People, U. C. 663, or the beginning of 64, ordaining 
that Strangers, not of Italy, if they were admitted into the freedom of 
either of the confederate cities before, or had a dwelling in Italy at the 
time of making this Law, or had regiftred their names with the Con- 
ful or Praetor, within fixty days, fhould be free of Rome. 


The occafion of this law was this. —— After the Social war, L. 
Jul. Caefar paffed a law, to give the freedom of Rome to all thofe 


States, that had kept their fidelity to the Romans, at that critical 
juncture of the Social war. This we learn from Appian lib. 1. su@ua. 


Irarudluv de res ev cumpayen waggmevorlas ebyPicalo ewer worias At 
the fame time, or very foon after, the Tribunes Sylvanus and Carbo 
pafled a law, that Strangers alfo f{hould be admitted to the freedom of 
Rome upon the conditions above mentioned. ‘* Quo eodem anno 
“<. peregrinis etiam aditum quendam ad civitatem Romanam lege Sylv. et 
‘© Carb. trib. plebis video effle fattum; Peregrinos nunc appello om- 
«¢ nes praeter Italos.” So fays Sigonius, De antigquo ‘fure Italiae, \ib. 
ae And as the law of the Conful gave the freedom of 
Rome te the Confederate States of Italy, to keep them fteady to their 
engagements by this favour; fo the Tribunes, extended it to Foreign- 
ers, in order to bind them to the Roman intereft, as we may fuppofe, 
in cafe there fhould be any neceffity for their affiftance in times future. 


I have been a little more particular in the hiftory of the occafion, 
authors, and defign, of this Law, becaufe Conradus, who has wrote 
a long commentary on this fragment, exprefily afferts, ‘ de autore 
«© et anno quo lex lata eft, nihil certi affirmare liceat.” And in- 
deed it is no wonder, that. he has miftaken the main drift of this 
Law, (as will be fhewn hereafter) when he had not the clue of the 
age and authors of it, to guide him in this enquiry. 


However, of this Law our In{fcription is a fragment, which-re- 
lates only to that part of it, which required regiftring their names, 
in order to take the benefit of it, before the,Conful or Praetor, within 
60 days, after the promulgation of the Law. 


’ The 


ae Se 


The firft iene in our In{cription, provides, that if he that was 
required to regifter his name, in order to take the benefit of the Law, 
fhould not happen to be at Rome, at that time, his agent fhould be 
admitted to do it for him; provided that he did it within the fixty 
days prefcribed, which are here expreffed by zi/dem diebus, plainly re- 
fering to the number of the days fpecified in a former part of the 


Law. 


The next claufe of the fragment provides, that if the perfon, en- 
titled to regifter his or her name, fhould happen to be a Minor, then 
the guardian or tutor fhould be allowed to do it for them; provided 
he did it in the fame manner, as was required from thofe, who were 
not Minors.—Such was the general Law, and fuch were the Provifos 
in the two claufes of our Infcription;—I fhall now endeavour to il- 
luftrate them, by a paflage in Cicero, in a cafe that related to Hera- 
clea, the very place where this Table was difcovered., 


Archias, a native of Greece, and a man of learning, had been ad- 
mitted to the freedom of Heraclea, a confederate city; notwith{tand- 
‘ing which, he had been refufed the freedom of Rome, Cicero de- 
fends his caufe, and cites the Law, under which Archias claimed — 

. Data eft Civitas Sylvani Lege et Carbonis—_ 
SI QVI FOEDERATIS CIVITATIBVS ADSCRIPTI FVISSENT, 
SI TVM, CVM LEX FEREBATVR, IN ITALIAM DOMICILIVM 
HABVISSENT, ET SI SEXAGINTA DIEBVS APVD Cee Are 
ESSENT PROFESSI. : 
Orat. pro Archia Poéta. 


’ All thefe peafifitet the Orator fays, met in his Client. 


Our fragment therefore feems to be the following part of. the 
Law, proceeding where Cicero ftopped :—for as he ends—Si fexa- 
ginta diebus apud Praetorem effent profefli—our fragment goes on : 


Quem hac Lege apud Confulem profiteri oportebit, Ge.......... 
wseeses in tifdem diebus apud Confulem profitemino—From whence 


it plainly appears, that the Conditions mentioned by Cicero, and the 


claufes in our fragment, are parts of the fame Law, and that ix 7/- 
aens 


ond 
dem dicbus, in our fragment, undoubtedly related to thofe /exaginta 
diebus, contained in the condition of the Law, mentioned by Cicero; 
which perhaps is a part, of that reff of the Law, to which our Claufes 
belong, that Mr. Webb laments is not yet difcovered. 


It appears hence, that Francifcus Carolus Conradus, who publithed 
a long commentary on this Infcription, at Helmftad, 1738, is en- 
tirely miftaken at his firft fetting out, for he fays, ‘“* primum caput 
<< Jegis eft de recenfu populi, frumentationis caufa, agendo;” that this 
firft article, in our fragment, related to a cenfe of fuch of the people, 
as were entitled to receive the Public Corn.—But, according to Cice- 
ro, and the Law itfelf, quoted by him, it feems, that the claufes, in 
our Fragment, are only fo many provifions relating to the due re- 
giftring their names, within fixty days, as the general Law required. 


What led Francifcus Carol. Conradus into the miftake of thinking 
it a Law de recenfu populi frumentationis caufa, that refpeQed the dif- 
tribution of the Public Corn, is a Provifo, in the latter part of it, by 
which thee Strangers to be made free of Rome, were not to be admitted 
to the privilege of receiving the Public Corn; the Law runs thus ——— 


Quicunque frumentum populo dabunt, dandumve curabit, ne cui ° 
eorum quorum nomina hac lege ab Confule, Praetore, Tribuno 
plebis, in Tabula in Albo propofitaerant, frumentum dato, neve’ 
dari jubeto, neve finito — Qui adverfus ea, eorum cui frumen- 
tum dederit, is intra menfem unum, Seftertios quingentos populo 
dare damnas efto, 


The reafon for this Exception, that the foreign Freemen fhould. 
not have a fhare of the public Corn, I fuppofe, was to prevent any 
jealoufy or commotion of the people, which would probably have hap- 
pened, if they had feen ftrangers introduced to eat that bread, that be- 
longed of right only to natural born citizens.—So that the mention of 
corn in this law, we fee, is only an accidental circumftance; and not the 
primary intention of it, which was for the admitting of rangers to the 
freedomof Rome, under ftated qualifications. 


The 


Le? 4) 


The Age of this Infcription feems to be that of the Law itfelf, 
U. C. 663 or 64; and the ftyle and manner of writing is agreeable to 
that period, fei for fi, quei for qui, quojus for cujus, &c. But above 
all, there is a Sigle remarkable for its fingularity in the claufe about 
pupils or orphans; pupillus five ea vq erit—which Sigie I read Pu— 
for as the Roman C ftands for Caius, but when it is reverfed D fignifies 
Caia, fo the firft letters pu being reverfed, they may be fuppofed to 
Atand for pupilla. And indeed the fenfe directs us to this interpretation 
of it, for pupillus five ea pupilla ertt is a natural reading, which is con- 
firmed by the following words eum eamve *. 


But there is a difficulty that fticks with me, which is, how the Greek 
and Latin Infcriptions, which are on each fide of the fame plate, can 
be fuppofed to be of fuch different dates, as the Greek to be 300 years 
before Chrift, the other 80. It would be more natural to fuppofe, 
that they were of the fame date, and that the Greek was of the fame 
age with the Latin, that is, not before U.C.663, 33 years before 
Cicero’s {peech for Archias.---And indeed I fufpect the Greek Infcrip- 
tion to be an Italian production from the two Sigles or mew letters (as 
they are calledin Mr, Webb’s alphabet) which are found in it. 


The Ff, which is called an afpirate, and the [ , which Mazochius 
with reafon calls a’ V, are both Sigles of Italian Original. The F is no 
more than half the Roman H, which is to be feen in 500 Latin In- 
{criptions, in Fabretti, and others, fometimes one half, fometimes the 
other, according to the fancy of the workman, thus F or 4d.—But I 
mever remember to have feen it on any genuine Greek Monument, 
in this fignification, and only in thefe mongril In{criptions, belonging 
to the Magna Graecia colonies. 


As to the other, which Mazochius fufficiently proves to be V, though 
{ think ‘he derives it wrongly from the Beth of the Hebrews, that alfo is 
of italian growth, being the true Etrufcan V, every where found in the 
Eugubine-Tables ; .with this difference only, that, as the Etrufcan cha- 
racter was wrote from right to left, after the manner of the Orientals, 
this, in our Greek Infcription, is from left to right, according to the 
Weftern way of writing. I cannot let this opportunity pafs without 


* After I had wrote this, I found the fame obfervation had been made by Conradus. 
7 obferving, 


CoS a 
obferving, that the Etrufcan V 77 is the original of the Digamma Aco- 
licum 3, for by removing the lower ftroke of the 7 up a little higher 
towards the middle of the Letter, what was at firft 4, will take the 
form of 4, which is that of the Digamma, which was of the fame 
power with the V of the Etrufcans.—The progrefs of this corruption 
is very difcernible, in fome antient Etrufcan Infcriptions; particularly 
on the Patere Tab. vi, v, ii, iv, in the 1ft Vol. of Dempfter Etruria 
Regal. publifhed by the late Earl of Leicefter, in the word MINERVA.— 
In which, Tab. vi, the V is-thus formed 3. Tab. v, J. Tab. ii, 9. 
Tab. iv,q. So that here we fee, at one view, the feveral fteps, by 
which the Acolic Digamma q grew out of the Etrufean > in the 


manner following, J = -J JZ). 


As therefore thefe Sigles, or new Letters, as they have been called, 
appear to be of the growth of Italy, we may conclude, that the Greek 
Infcription, in which they are met with, was a production of fome 
of the Settlements in Magna Graecia, mixed with fome few Cha- 
racters in ufe then among the Latins, and not older than the Law of 
Sylvanus and Carbo, in Latin, on the other fide of the Plate*; for 
indeed it is hardly conceivable, how two Infcriptions, of fuch feeming 
importance, in two different Languages, without any relation to each 
other, fhould happen to meet, at the diftance of 220 years, on the 
different fides of the fame Plate. 


Whatever might have been done, in fepulchral cafes, by poor peo- 
ple, in writing one Infcription on the back of another, to fave ex- 
' pence, yet it can never be fuppofed, that the great and rich city of 
Heraclea could be driven to the fame expedient, im fo i important a cafe, 
as preferving a terrar and furvey of their facred Lands, or copying a 
Law of {uch confequence, as gave the Freedom of Rome to {uch of its 
Inhabitants, as were Foreigners by birth. — Frugality could have no 
room under thefe weighty confiderations.— And therefore, as thefe 
Plates appear to be public Monuments, we may fuppofe. them to 


* Maifei conjectures that the Latin was prior to the Greek. Ob/ervazxione litterarie 
de Ma ffet, tom iii. art. 10. 


be 


[9 ] 


be the diptycs | or leaves of the Regifter, in which thefe Acts, that re- 
lated to the community, were copied progreflively according to their 
date, Perhaps this may be better comprehended, by the Reader, from 
the fketch on the Copper Plate; where Plate I, and its reverfe, as low 
as the fracture, reprefents the Greek and Latin Infcription on the En- 
glith fragment ; the lower part of which reprefents the Greek and La- 
tin of the Neapolitan fragment. Plate II, reprefents a Greek Infcrip- 
tion, without any on the reverfe, relating to the Lands of the Temple 
of Minerva, as the Greek Infcription, on Plate I, peti. the Lands 
belonging to the Temple of Dionyfius. 


Now as the Latin Infcription, on the Englifh fragment, be- — 
gins, Quem hac lege, &c. it muft be fuppofed, that the faid Law re- 
ferred to what went before; and, as our Infcription is on the very top 
of the reverfe of the Plate, may we not fuppofe, that the former 
part of the Law was written on the lower part of the other fide of the 
Plate, which has been broken off, and is not yet difcovered ?, 


This will account for one of the Infcriptions following the 
other on the oppofite fide of the fame Plate; which nearnefs 
of fituation may be confidered as an argument for the nearnefs of 
their date. — But this, as every other part of this Differtation, is, with 
great Deference, fubmitted to the better Judgment of this learned 
Society. 


Bib Nk, Ss. 


N. B. That part of the Law, which is explained p. 6. is here fub- 
joined, according to the original, from whence the Reader, if he thinks 
it neceflary, may correct ad Confulem, for ab Confule, &c,. and Bey make 
fuch other alterations, as he may judge proper. 


QVEIQVOMQVE. FRVMENTVM. POPVLO. DABVNT. DANDVMVE. 
CVRABIT. NEIQVE. EORVM. QVORVM. NOMINA. H. L. AD. COS. 
PR. TR. PL. INTABVLA. IN. ALBO. PROPOSITA. ERVNT. FRVMEN- 
TVM. DATO. NEVE. DARE. IVBETO. NEVE. SINITO. QVEI. AD- 
VERSVS. EA, EORVM. QVEI. FRVMENTVM. DEDERIT. IS. IN, TR, 
M. IL. HS. . POPVLO, DARE, DAMNAS, ESTO. 
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PPS 8S ER PATTON 


ON THE 
TASCIA, or LEGEND, &c. 


Lord WiLLoucuey of Parham, 


E find many Britifh Coins in the Cabinets of the Curious, — 


particularly thofe here exhibited, out of the collection of 
my worthy and learned friend Mr. Duane, of Lincoln’s Inn, and in 
the Plates in Camden’s Britannia (Nummi Britannici) infcribed 
with the word TASCIA, TASCIO, TASCE, TASCIE, TASC NO- 
VANT, TASC VANIT &c. and as there have been but few at- 
tempts of the learned to explain this word rascta, that of Mr. 
Camden, from the information of Dr. Powel, a man, as he fays, 
well {killed in the Britifth language, feems to be the moft fatisfac- 
tory.—Upon his authority, he fays, that Za/cia in the old Britith 


tongue fignified a Tribute-penny ; and makes a remark of his own, © 


«¢ that perhaps it was fo called from Taxatio.” ‘This I fhall have 
occafion to take notice of, in the courfe of thefe obfervations. 


I fhall readily admit the firft part, that Tafiia did relate to the 
tribute, which was firft paid by the Britith princes to the Ro- 
mans.—And that fuch a Tribute was annually paid appears from 
Cefar De Bello Gallico lib. v.22. <* Quid in annos fingulos vec- 
<« tigalis populo Romano Britannia penderet conftituit Cefar.”” — 
This Veéctigal, 1 conceive; was called Ta/cia in the Britith language 

of the country, from Tag the prince or chief, that collected and 
paid it to the Romans. — Now that T. ag was a name of eminence 
among the Britons, plainly appears from hence, that you meet it 
in the hames of their Princes, in the hiftories that-are come down 
tous: — Zi aximagulus, Prafutagus, Caractagus, Togodumnus, and 
others. In all which Tag or Fagus implyed the dignity “or pree- 
‘minence of the Prince or General. ‘This Tagus or Tozus in the 
A Scotith 


2 A DISSERTATION ON 


Scotith Erft language is corrupted into To/che, as Mac Tocfhe, the 
fen of the lord. — And in the Pictifh language, fays Selden, from 
Skene upon the Regiam Majeftatem of Scotland, lib. iv. c. 31, 36, 
Tofche ftands for a Thane—Titles of Honour, Scotland, cap. 7.— 
So alfo in the old Celtic language, which was the fame among the 
Britons, Gauls, and Germans, thefe laft had their Jog in the fame 
fignification of dignity—as in the word Herefog, a lord or general, 
which, fays Spelman in his Gloffary on the word HERETOG, was 
from Here exercitus, and togen ducere; whereas the contrary feems 
to be the truth, that togen, ducere, was formed out of Jog, dux 
or the general. 


We fee however, that Zag among the Britons, To/che among 
the Scots, and the German Jog, all fignified the fame honourable 
dignity, be that what it will. 


I thought indeed once that the Irith Teague alfo had the fame 
fignification ; but, upon farther enquiry, I find on the contrary,, 
in the Leges Wallice, or Laws of Howel Dda, lib. iv. §30. that 
Teawg fignified villanus, and Maé Teawg, filius villani. — and as. 
the Welfh and Irith languages were nearly the fame, I fuppofe, that. 
Teague, in the Irith tongue, was of the fame import with the 
Teawg of the Welfh, and ftood for a flave or bondman.—We may 
however meet with the corruption of this word Tag in Tighearn,, 
which among the Irifh, as we learn in the Leges Wallice, {tood for: 
Rex, or king. And that this word was known to the antient Britons, 
in the fame fignification as to the Irifh, we may make no doubt,, 
feeing we meet withit in the names of Vor-tigern and Can-tigern his. 
fon, the former of which is to be rendered the great king; Vor, for 
Vawr, was the fame as Mawr, or Mor, great, and tighearne, king.—. 
To this fame original Jag we may refer the names Togo, Togormo,, 
in the poem called Fingal, and Tochi filius Outi in Domefday, Lin-- 
colnfhire, tit. LINDEsIG. 


But as the Celtic language, the bafis of the Britith, Irith, Gaul- 
uth and German tongues, 1s f{uppofed by learned men, and that with: 
reafon, to come originally from the Eaft, let us enquire, if we can: 
difcover the word Tag among the Orientals, in the fame fignifica- 
tion as is appropriated to it in the Wett.. Xeno- 


THE TASCIA,OR-LEGEND, &. 3 


Xenophon, Cyroped. lib. viii. p. 467. 8”. edit. Hutchinfon, tells. 
us, that Cyrus gave Pheraulas part of his prize, becaufe he had well 
marfballed the pateiien Srom the palace, ori nadug eau autre, ty ex 
te BaciAas shaw Ordlaryevons. Now this word Oralosyeve ces i is changed 
in fome copies for dialaFa: (becaufe the editors could not find da- 
rayevra: to be of the ufual Helleniftic formation, and therefore 
thought it to be a corruption of the text); but dicleyevros mott 
certainly was a word peculiar to the Perfians, in whofe Hiftory it. 
is here and elfewhere to be found [a]. 


Tag was the name given to the royal tiara, or crown, that the 
kings or queens of Perfia wore upon extraordinary folemnities [4]. 
It was alfo a general word for a crown: hence in the Chaldee 'T’ar- 
gum of Efther [c], Dp yw aN, coronati tagis, feu coronis 
fuper capita eorum. It alfo fignified the fame in the Syriac and 
Ethiopic language. This Tag, or Tiara, was particularly worn on 
all occafions by the general of the Perfian guards, who, from this 
conftant mark of diftinction attending his office and command, was 
called Yag, in the fame fenfe as we fometimes call the perfon of 
the fovereign by the name of the Crown. In procefs of time, this 
word Jag came to be ufed more at large for any chief commander; 
and when the Perfians paffed. into Europe over the Hellefpont, 
under Xerxes, it was probably then introduced into Theffaly, 
where their general of horfe was called rayog. Jul. Pollux, Ono- 
mattic. lib. I. wee, irmapyuv, Lays, wrmapyos Oerlarww toeyoo—The ge« 
neral of the horfe was called by the Theffalians rays. and thence 
came by degrees to fignify any chief magiftrate, and made a part 
of their name, as Tigranes, Tacfarinas the head of the Banditti in 
Numidia, mentioned by Tacitus; and Taximagulus among the 


[2] Xenoph. Eaany. ¢. near the beginning ufes tayevev and rayevidou, to have the 
principal command, and to be fubje toit; and this dignity in the fame book is called 
THyAd, Tayany Tupavvids omorav. — See likewife A{chylus, Prometh. vinéto, ver. 96, 
ToLovd oveos Taryos poxnapwy eEeve’ &c. and Perfis, ver, 18. reyes Tlegowy 8c. 

[4] See Golius, and Caftellus, Perfic. Lexicon on the word Tac, and Lexicon 
sxlayawt]. voce Chald. 83) Taga Corona. et me AM coronatus fuit. 

[c] Efther i. 4, ii, 17. 


A 2 4 Britons, = 


4 A DTS S46 ROA T Tow to 


Britons.—Upon which word we may obferve, that it fignifies the 
great General or Ti ag, and in the mago/ of the Britons we may per- 
haps find the original of the myce/ of the Northern nations for 
great, in the fame fenfe with the peyas and meyaros of the Greeks, 
the mag of the Perfians [d], and the Mogu/ of the Indians. And in 
Maclocunius, king of Wales about 560 A. D. we fee the fame word 
Magol or Magl for great, as in Taximag/, Maglicun being the fame 
in fignification with Taximagl: the firft fignified the great Tag, 
the laft the great Caz, in both which Mag/ implied a fuperiority of 
dignity, and may well be fuppofed to be the original out of which 
the Northern myce/ was formed. 


Tt will not feem ftrange that Zag, in ufe among Weftern nations. 
for a General, fhould be deduced from a cuftom and word peculiar 
to the Eaft; when we confider, that there are other inftances in our 
antient Britifh language of the fame kind.—Mr. Camden and Sel- 
den obferve, that in the words Cyngetorix, Cunobelin, Cuneglaffus, 
Cuneda, Cunedagius &c. Cune feems to ftand for fome diftin@ion 
and eminence belonging to the perfons in whofe name it was 
found [e].—Accordingly Camden derives it from Cywoc, chief, in 
the Britifh tongue, in which he is followed by Selden; but, with 
deference to fuch great authorities, I believe both are miftaken, as 
J have never been able to find fuch a word as Cynoc in that fenfe,, 
either by enquiry, or my own {mall knowledge of that tongue. 


. Can and Cun were names of honour and dignity among the an- 
tient Britons, Scots, and Irifh ; and as they were of the fame fig- 
nification, fo probably they were of the fame original, as the Chans,. 
the princes or generals of the Eaft.—Hence we may perhaps learn: 
the true fignification of the names of fome Scotifh and Britifh 
princes, hitherto not attended to: Malcolm the Great, king of 
Scotland, was called Cammore, or more properly Canmore [ f | 3—this 
name Fordun, Scoti-chron. lib. iv. c. 44. renders groffum caput, 
great head, whereas indeed it fignifies the great Chan, or prince ;— 
and if Fordun,. by his great bead, underftood great prince. or. chief), 

[d] See Hyde, de Rel. Vet. Perfar. c. 31. and Jer. xxxix. 3. [¢] Camden, p. go. 

[ f] In the firft Appendix to Nennius, in the XV Scriptores, edit. Gale, the name 
Malcolm is called Mailcun.. 


it 
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it would perfectly agree with this account of it.—In confirmation 
that C4an among the Britons and Scots fignified prince, general, or 
fome rank of diftinGtion,. we need only fee it compounded into the 
names of their princes, preferved in hiftory.— Duncan plainly. is 
to be rendered, te Can of the Dune, or chief of the hill-country,. 
and is of the fame fignification with Togodumnus the fon of Cuno-. 
beline, flain by Aulus Plautius in the time of Claudius —for Ti og 
dun was the Tag or chief of the hills [ ¢]——- Morcan, among the 
Britons, was chief or Chan of the coaft-country, that was after~ 
wards called Morcanw'g or Glamorgan— Gwrcan was the name of 
a prince of the Silures in that country, as much as to fay, Prince 
of the people—and in thort wherever elfe Chan was found in com- 
polition, it fignified a prince, chief, or general [4]. 


But to return to our argument: We have had as fufficient proof 
as the nature of this enquiry will admit of, that Zag, in the lan- 
guage of the Perfians, Syrians, Chaldeans, Theflalians, in that of 
Numidia, Britain, Ireland, Scotland and Germany, fignified a 
Prince or General; from whence we have reafon to judge that 
‘Ta/fcia had its name, as it was infcribed on the tribute-money paid 
‘by the Tag of each province or diftrict, to the Roman Conquerors.—. 
Tab. I. Nummi Britanniet in Camden, N°. 7.and.22. we fee rasc 
NOvANT, the tribute of the Novantes or Trinobantes [7], with, 
the head of Cunobeline on the adverfe.. N°. 9. TASCHE CEARA= 
Tic. perhaps the tribute of Caractacus. N°. 23. TASC VANIT.. 
the tribute of Venutius, without doubt, chief of the Brigantes [4]. 


[g] Hence we may.amend a name in Tacitus, and inftead of Cocipunus read— 
Tocipunus—* Quedam civitates Togiduno regi-donate.” Vit. Agricole. And in. 
the reftored part of the Chichefter infeription; for Cogidubni we may read? Togidubni—- 
as Togidunus.was.a.name in ufe at. that time, whereas.Cogidunus is never found but up+ 
on this occafion.. 

[h] ‘* Cantigernus filius fecundus Vortigerni.” Nennii c. 52. ‘* Ludecan rex 
<¢ Merciorum.” Afferii Annal. ad an. 827.. ‘* Minocani filius Belinus.” Nennius, c. 14. 

[7] The people of the province were called Novantes, as appears from. this coin, 
but the inhabitants of the city were called Trinobantes, from Tre,.a. Town or City. So 
that Trinobantes fignified the City of the Novantes. 

[4] ‘* Pracipuus fcientia rei militaris Venutius e Jugantum civitate.” ‘Tacit. 
Annal. lib,.xii,. Where, inftead of Fugantum, it ought to be read Brigantium. 


2 : And. 


« 


6. A DISSERTATION ON 


And I think it is to be obferved, that only the coins under the firft 
emperors were infcribed with Tasctia ; for a little after Claudius, 
the Britons adopted the arts and manners of the Romans, and 
ftruck their money in the Roman ftile [/]. | 


After Camden, upon the authority of Dr. Powel, had faid, that. 


_Tafcia in the Britith language fignifies a tribute-penny, he adds, 


«© perhaps from the Latin Tawxatio.”. But this conjecture of his is 
deftroyed at once, when we come to confider that Faxatio- was ne- 
ver ufed in the fenfe of Tribute or Taxes by the Romans of that 
time, or perhaps any other. 


Taxatio was a meer forenfic term, and fignified “ fixing the 
«« damage upon the oath of the plaintiff, beyond which the judge 
** could not decree.” In this fignification it is ufed by Quinétilian, 


‘Declam. xiii. who, fpeaking of the deteftable practice of ufing | 


poifon, which <« leges habere, emere, nofle vetant,” concludes, 
that the poifoning of his client’s bees was, ‘crimen, quod non 
<¢ privatam Taxationem formule merebatur,” ‘¢ it was a crime of 
<¢ fuch fort, that it could not. be brought within the common forms 
~*¢ of eftimation of damages.” In the fame fenfe it is ufed perpe- 
tually in the Digeft and Code, and Briffonius thence fays, ‘* Taxa- 
<* tlones in fententiis, contractibus, et aliis negotiis funt claufula, 
e6 quibus ejus quod agitur pronunciatura vis, reftringitur, coércetur 
“* et temperatur.” De Verb. Significat. verb. TAxaTiones.—And 
Feftus Pompeius, ** Verbum Taxat ponitur in litibus, arbitro 
«*cum prefcribitur, quoad ei jus fit ftatuendi.” So that Taxatio 
was a declaration of damages fuftained, upon oath before judgment, 
to which the judge was confined in cafe he decreed for the 


plaintiff. — Hence it is that in cur law-proceedings we ufe the 


phrafe, ¢axzng a bill, for reducing it to a juft and reafonable efti- - 
mation. 


[7] ‘* Jam vero principum filios liberalibus artibus erudire, et ingenia Britannorum 
“¢ ftudiis Gallorum anteferre, inde etiam habitus noftri honor, et frequens toga; 
** paulatimque difcefflum ad delinimenta vitiorum, porticus et balnea, et conviviorum 
“¢ elegantiam.” Tacit. Vit. Agricole. ‘* ‘Tempore Claudii quievit dari cenfum Ro- 
“¢ manis a Britannia.” Nennius, cap, 17. And about the fame period, ‘* quicquid ha- 
“* bere potuiflet zris, argenti, vel auri, imagine Czefaris notaretur.” Ibid. 


I Feftus 
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Feftus gives alfo another fenfe of the word: * Taxatores a Sce= 
«¢ nicis dicuntur, quod alter alterum maledictis tangit.” — Whence 


--we ufe that word in the fame fignification when we fay, a man 


was faxed with faying or doing this or that; but we never meet 
with Taxatio, in the fenfe of a Tax or Tribute, in any author of the 
beft Latin ages; I may venture, I think, to fay, of any age —it 
being moft probably an Englifh word latinized, and perhaps derived 
from Tafcia, rather than Ta/fcia from it. My reafon for thinking 
fo is this: —In the Statute of the Confirmation of the Charters, 
25E.c. 5.and 6. the words, aides, mifes et prifes are there ufed 
to fignify, the grants to the king from his people, which he 
there promifes fhall not for the future be drawn into precedent. 
Mies, in the Englifh tranflation, is rendered Tafks; or, as Lord. 
C. J. Coke fays, ad Inftit. p. 528. «« In this act Mz/es are taken for 
“ Tales, Taxes, Tallages, or Takings.’ — Which laft word is the 
true fignification of Pri/és, and not Prices as in the Englifh Statute 


book. So likewife 2d Inftit. Magna Charta, cap. xxviii. he fays,.’ 


«that the Fifteenth granted by Magna Charta is now called the 
« Tafe[m]’. What is this word a/R, or whence derived? It is 
not of Englith original, or ever met with but in acts of Parliament, 
or among lawyers, and that only upon this occafion: whence then 
can it be fo properly deduced, as from the old Britith Ta/cia, or 
Tafe as it is fometimes found upon coins, it being the fame in found. 
and fignification ; for the Fifteenth being a fubfidy, it may be very 
properly called a Tafk, or Jax; accordingly Coke above quoted 
joins Zafks, Taxes, Tallages, or Takings, as words fynonymous.. 


As Tallages have been mentioned, I would make an obfervation 
on that word as we pafs, which is, that Ta//ages, in the proper 
_ meaning of the word, fignifies Payments —from the Britifh word 
Talu to pay; and at this day all kinds of levies or payments are 
called by them Tél, with the addition of what kind, as Tal y 
Brennin, the King’s tax —'Tal y tlaud, the Paor’s tax; — {o that 


[m] There are at this day remaining in feveral parifh-chefts and other places, 


books,. by which this Fifteenth. was collected, and intituled, Ta/k-Books.. 
Tal 
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Tl fignifies in general a Payment, from whence we ufe the word 
Tallage. J know indeed that it is generally fuppofed, that Tallage 
comes from the Norman Tazi/ler to cut, in the fenfe of the Taillees 
of the Exchequer, fo called from the knotches cut ona piece of 
wood ; — but in anfwer to that opinion it will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that Ta/u, which is pronounced Taly, (the Britifh w found- 
ing like y) to pay, among the Britons, is to be found in the Leges 
Wallice of Howel Dda, A. D. 943. long before the Norman 
Tailler was ever known in England [z]. Hence perhaps we may 
learn the true fignification of Tae in a conftitution of St. Lewis 
king of France, which, in Tit. de Taliis, is explained by «* Exac- 
«« tiones et onera graviflima pecuniarum per Curiam Romanam 
«« Ecclefie noftri regni impofita &c.” Where we may obferve, that 
it is wrote Taiz, not Tailliez ; and Hotoman calls it a feudal word. 
Whereas the Tax laid on the third eftate by Lewis XI. and that by 
Henry II. were called Tare and Tatllon— not Tale and Talon. 
Whence we may be induced to think that Tae in the conftitution 
was of Gaulifh original, and much the fame with the Tal of the 
Britons, whofe language was fundamentally the fame with that of 
Gaul and the Antient Germans, among whofe defcendants, at this 
day, we find tza/en ufed for to pay, which differs from the Britifh 
Talu only in the fibillation. 


Lord Coke, above cited, joins to Tafks and Tallages, Taxes, a 
word ufed by no nation but the Englith, to fignify contributions 
paid by the people, for the fupport of the public; and therefore, 
by right reaion, we ought to look for the origin of that word no 
where but among ourfelves and from our own language; and, to 
fay the truth, it feems to be no other than a corruption of the 
word Takes, as we have before hinted. — The Greeks indeed ufed 
the word cw)aFes in the fame fignification — redcw cuijafes, to pay 
Taxes, — xowwvey tas cwlazeas, to take fut in the Tax, _ culayun 
culaFac, appointing the Tax, — are all found in AX{chines’s Oration 
again{t Ctefiphon, and other Greek writers of the pureft age, parti- 
cularly Demofthenes and Lyfias. And Atheneus calls by that name 


[x] Leges Wallice, lib. lL. p. 24. where it is written dalu, the t and d being ufed 
for each other. 
the 


= 
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the portion of corn that the hufbandmen of Theffaly paid to the 
public, whofe lands they held by the fame tenure, as what the Ro- 
mans called 4ratio, and the Englith formerly Socage; which was 
rendering a particular quantity of corn to the lord or other proprie- 
tors of thofe lands they took in cultivation: but.I do not therefore 
infer, that the Englith word Taxes is derived from thence. It is 
only pointed out to the obfervation of the Reader, without any fur- 
ther weight laid on it; and perhaps it would have been thought an 
omiffion not to have taken this fhort notice of the fimilitude of the 
Greek word with the Englith, when we were upon the fubjeé. 


The fubftance of the argument that hath been offered is this, 
The meer Englith word, Tax, is perhaps a corruption of T, afk;—T afk: 
is derived from Ta/cia of the antient Britons, and Ta/cia was the Vec- 
tigal or tribute, paid by the Zag or Britifh prince of each province, 
to the Roman conquerors.—All which is fubmitted to the Society, 
with due deference, as a conjecture only, upon a fubje& obfcureand | 
almoft untouched hitherto, and for which the apology of Livy, on 
a like occafion, it is hoped, will be admitted: —Qyis enimrem tag 
veterem pro certo afirmet [0] -? 


fo] Liv. Hiftor. lib. I. fub init. 
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